<CASEID>


Dear {Director’s First and Last Name/Caregiver’s First and Last Name}:

As you may already know, <PARENT’S FNAME> <PARENT’S LNAME> has agreed to take part in an exciting new research study called the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort  (ECLS-B).  It is sponsored by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) of the U.S. Department of Education.  The ECLS-B is being done for NCES by Westat, a research company in Rockville, Maryland.  

This study is the first nationally representative study that looks at the development and child care experiences of young children.  <CHILD’S FNAME> <CHILD’S LNAME> {and <TWIN’S FNAME><TWIN’S LNAME>} {was/were} picked along with 14,000 other children to represent the experiences of more than 4 million children born in the United States in 2001.

Child care plays a big part in children’s early growth.  We want you to be part of the study.  We will ask you some questions over the phone about the child care you provide. <PARENT’S FNAME> <PARENT’S LNAME> has agreed in writing to let us talk with you about this study.  Enclosed is a copy of the parent’s written permission.

A trained interviewer from Westat will call you soon and ask you to be part of this study.  The phone interview will take about 30 minutes with the child care provider who spends the most time taking care of the study child.  {The parents of the study child said that <CAREGIVER’S FNAME> <CAREGIVER’S LNAME> is the person who spends the most time taking care of the study child at your center.  We would appreciate it if you could please share this letter and these materials with this person.}

{The telephone interview begins with a 5-minute interview with the director (that is, the person most responsible for the on-site, ongoing, daily supervision of the program and staff). Directors will be asked about the program and staffing at the center.  Then we will interview the child care provider}.  Child care providers will be asked questions about the care they provide, their relationship with the study child, the study child’s development, and their background and beliefs about caring for children. We will send you $20 to thank you for being in the study.

It is important to have complete information for each and every child so that the study will describe the early experiences of all children in the United States accurately.  Taking part in this study is completely voluntary.  You do not have to take part.  If you choose to be part of the study, you may stop at any time or choose not to answer any question you do not want to answer. There are no penalties whether or not you choose to take part.  Any child care license that you may have will not be affected whether or not you choose to take part.

What you tell us in this study will be kept private to the fullest extent allowed by law.  This information will be used for research and statistical reports. No information will be given to the child’s parents, to you, or to other child care staff.  If you have any questions or concerns about confidentiality or your rights as a survey participant, call Sam Peng at 1-800-672-2289.

You are very important to the success of the study.  The information you give us will improve the quality of education and child care programs.  We hope that you will join us in this exciting study.

Thank you for your time.  If you have any questions about the purpose of the study, scheduling the interview, or the interview itself, please call Brad Edwards at 1-800-247-6056.


Sincerely yours,
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Brad Edwards


Project Director

BE/CCT

Enclosures





ECLS-B information is collected under Authority of the following: Section 308(d) of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC 242m) and the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a), which state that we are forbidden to release any information that identifies you or your family to anyone, for any purpose, without your consent.  Under Section 404(a), of the National Education Statistics Act of 1994, Title IV of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994, Public Law 103-382, as amended, National Center for Education Statistics is authorized to collect information about infants and children.  This Act also protects the privacy of your data to the fullest extent permitted by law. According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1850-0756.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 30 minutes per response.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for improving this survey, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651. If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual survey, write directly to: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1990 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006.











