Draft Letter from the Secretary to the CSSO

The President’s education initiatives have stressed accountability for results for all students.  To help reward successful schools, I have established the No Child Left Behind – Blue Ribbon Schools Program to honor elementary and secondary schools in the United States that make significant progress in closing the achievement gap or whose students achieve at very high levels.  The program recognizes and presents as models elementary and secondary schools that meet either of these two assessment criteria.

First, it recognizes schools that have at least 40 percent of their students from disadvantaged backgrounds that dramatically improve student performance to a high level on State assessments.  Second, it recognizes schools whose students, whether from disadvantaged or privileged backgrounds, achieve in the top 10 percent on State tests.  

These No Child Left Behind – Blue Ribbon Schools will be honored at a Washington, DC ceremony and invited to present at Department conferences.

I ask you to send me XXXXX schools from your state that meet the criteria.  However, at least half of the schools must come from schools that have at least 40 percent of their students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

I also ask that you certify in the letter that accompanies the list of your nominated schools that the schools have all met the minimum requirements established by your State for “dramatically improved” and achieving at “high levels.”  States must rely on the No Child Left Behind State accountability system and use the individual State’s definition of “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) to identify schools for submission to the Department.  I would appreciate it if your letter also briefly explains the criteria used to nominate the schools.  

Please send me the list of your nominated schools by December 20, 2002.  The list should include the principal’s name and the school name, address, telephone number, and fax number.   We will then send an invitation letter and a No Child Left Behind – Blue Ribbon School application to the school’s you nominate in January.  Final selection of the schools will be in September, 2003.

Additional information about the program can be found in the enclosed application package.  If you have any questions, please call Stephen O’Brien at 202-205-1662.

Thank you for your commitment to excellence in education, especially as shown by your efforts to implement the No Child Left Behind Act.

Sincerely,

Rod Paige

