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Supporting Statement for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions
Application for the Special Focus Program: The Program for North American Mobility of Higher Education of the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE)
A.
Justification

1.
Consistent with the provisions of PL 96-374 (Title X of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) works to improve postsecondary education through grants to postsecondary educational institutions and agencies.  Such grants are awarded on the basis of competitively reviewed applications submitted to FIPSE under its Comprehensive and Special Focus Competition Program grant competitions.   The Department of Education is requesting permission for approval of the forms and information used to solicit applications for new grants under the Special Focus Program: The Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education.  The program has been funded annually since fiscal year 1995. The current application (OMB 1840-0702) expires August 31, 2002. Regulations governing this program are contained in 34 CFR Part 75 (Education Department General Administrative Regulations).  

FIPSE's Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education awards grants to U.S. institutions participating in trilateral institutional cooperation and student exchange programs in the United States, Canada and Mexico.  Institutions are funded by their respective government agencies: in the United States, the Fund for the Improvement for Postsecondary Education (FIPSE); in Mexico, the Dirección General de Educación Superior, (SEP); and in Canada, the Human Resources Development Canada (HRDC). The program was initiated in FY 1995 and continued in FY 1996, FY 1997, FY 2000, FY 2001. A total of 50 consortial awards were made over this period of time. An additional 10 consortial awards are anticipated to be made in FY 2002.  

2. The attached application forms and information (Title Page, Budget, Assurances, Narrative, and Application Instructions) are necessary to standardize applications and to ensure that applicants provide the information required to process and review them effectively. The attached forms request general and budgetary information and have been used for the past three years.  
The Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education has not changed over the last three years.  The only change occurred in 1999 when new guidelines were made available to the public on October 6, 1999. That change, which precipitated a request and subsequent approval from OMB for a revision in the program’s annual progress report process, extended the performance and budget periods for grantees from three years to four years.  Guidelines for FY  ’00, FY  ’01, and FY ’02 were unchanged. The attached application forms and information do not alter the focus of the competition.  

The Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education awards grants to US institutions that form a trilateral consortium with institutions in Mexico, and Canada.  Two institutions from each country comprise one portion of the trilateral group. Each proposed consortium must involve at least two active partner higher education or training institutions from each of the three countries. For each country, one institution is designated as the lead institution or fiscal representative responsible for submitting a separate proposal to its respective government. For US institutions, using established review criteria in 34 CFR 75, external field readers and FIPSE program staff review the US applications. The average number of applications received for this program is 17; this past year, 12 applications were received.  No more that 10 of the applications received and reviewed are funded.

3. The U.S. Department of Education is expanding its pilot project of electronic submission of applications to include discretionary grant competitions. The Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education is one of the programs that has participated in this pilot project for the past two years. The program will continue to use the electronic format for future competitions.  Applicants are able to submit their applications in either electronic or paper format. The program uses the Electronic Grant Application System (e-Application, formerly e-GAPS) portion of the Grant Administration and Payment System (GAPS).  Participation by applicants is voluntary.  In FY ’02, the program received 2 applications by electronic submission.  The coordinator of the Program for North American Mobility in Higher Education is participating on the departmental e-grant task force to discuss the various forms of electronic submission (including e-reader and e-reports) in order to plan for extended involvement in the electronic grant application process.


4.
FIPSE staff has made every effort to insure that there is no duplication of data acquisition. The collection is unique to the collaborative postsecondary efforts among the United States, Canada, and Mexico through the respective governmental programs: FIPSE, HRDC, and SEP.
5.
The collection of information does not impact small businesses or other small entities.

6. This application process occurs on an occasional basis (less than once each year) to enable applicants to compete for Federal funds that are appropriated by 

Congress.  This application is the lowest frequency possible to award these appropriations.

7. No special circumstances apply.

8. This form has been used previously by FIPSE in FY 1995, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2001, and 2002 and was originally cleared by OMB in FY 1995. There are no changes made in the amounts or kinds of data collected, based on comments by applicants, external readers of applications, FIPSE’s National Board of Advisors, the collaborating governmental agencies in Canada (HRDC) and in Mexico (SEP), and currently funded project directors in the United States, Canada, and Mexico.

9. ED does not provide any payment or gift to respondents.

10. No assurance of confidentiality is provided to respondents except as provided by the Privacy Act and the Department of Education’s policies governing the review of discretionary grant applications.

11. There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

12. Estimate of Respondent Hour Burden:

Number of Respondents:  20

Frequency of response: once annually or less for 20

Annual hour burden: 30 hours per application; total 600 annual hour burden.  Annual hour burden was estimated based on oral accounts of applicants and grantees.

Estimated Annualized Cost to Respondents of Hour Burdens:

Preparation of applications ($28.00 per hour x 600 burden hours)……$16,800

13. Estimated Total Annual Cost Burden to Respondents:

Postage and printing ($10.00 per application x 20 applications)








Total……………$   200
14. Estimated Annualized Cost to Federal Government

Review by FIPSE program staff

(150 hours x  $30.50) 1/……………………………………………….$  6,100
Administrative and Support staff

(50 hours x $14 +  175 hours x $31.50)………………………………$  5,582.50

Review by Outside Readers (3 x $100 x 20)………………………….$  6,000
Printing ($0.80 x 10,000 application packages)………………………$  8,000
Postage 

($2.10 x 10,000 mailed by ED PUBS)………………………………..$21,000



TOTAL




   $46,682.50
15. The adjustments made reflect the fact that there are fewer applications.

16. No data or results of this information collection are published.

17. We will display the expiration date for OMB approval of the collection.

18. No exceptions are requested.

B. Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods


FIPSE does not employ statistical methods in this collection of information.

