January 8, 2003

Summary of Early Reading First Change Sheet

The following burden hour changes are reflected in the Early Reading First program change sheet:  

· Increase in number of pre-applications, based on actual experience in FY 2002 (from 600 to 800 pre-applications).

· Decrease in hours to complete the pre-application (from 20 – 15 hours), based on the following changes resulting from experience with the FY 2002 competition: 

· eliminating the pre-application budget

· eliminating the 3-page pre-application budget narrative

· eliminating the organizational chart

· simplifying the eligibility form (Pre-Application Form A)

· eliminating the first of three competitive priorities (State Educational System Partnership) and the accompanying form (Pre-Application Form B)

· simplifying the requirements for the second competitive priority (Children from Low-Income Families), eliminating the need for a lengthy narrative explanation and substituting a short streamlined form (new Pre-Application Form B).

· reducing the information required in one of the selection criteria

· Decrease in number of full applications, based on funding less applications than originally projected (from 300 to 100 full applications)

· Increase in number of hours to complete full application, due to need to develop complete budget (from 20 to 23 hours)

· Adding the burden hours for States without approved Reading First plans to supplement their FY 2002 ERF eligibility lists (1.0 hour/each of 32 States) (the original collection of eligibility information for the FY 2002 competition was approved under a separate OMB # which has now expired; the program now is combining the two collections, with the burden hours significantly reduced due to use of previous eligibility lists and Reading First eligibility lists, therefore needing only simple updates by the 32 States without approved Reading First plans).

Minor technical changes have been made in the application package for clarity based on last year’s feedback from applicants; and minor changes are made in the Secretary’s review process to be consistent with changes made for the FY 2002 competition.

The following chart shows the breakdown of the burden hour changes that are on the attached revised change sheet:



      Previously approved collection

 
Change Sheet

#1810-0647

 (eligibility

 notice):

       52 resp. x 2 hrs = 104 burden hrs.         
     32 resp. x 1.0 hrs = 32 burden hrs.

#1810-0654

(application

notice) (exp.

date: 10/30/04) :

   Pre-Application       600 resp. x 20 hrs = 12,000 burden hrs        800 resp. x 15 hrs = 12,000 burden hrs

   Full Application       300 resp. x 20 hrs = 6,000 burden hrs          100 resp. x 23 hrs =   2,300 burden hrs

   TOTALS                  952 responses        18,104 burden hrs
     932 responses        14,332 burden hrs



