SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

EARLY READING FIRST PROGRAM 

CFDA No. 84.359

Justification (Emergency Collection)

1.
An application is required for the awarding of discretionary grants to support Early Reading First Program grants.   Early Reading First is a new competitive grant program authorized by Subpart 2, Part B, Title I, of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), enacted by the No Child Left Behind Act, 2001, Public Law 107-110, on January 8, 2002.  Under this program, the U.S. Department of Education (Department) will make competitive grants to local educational agencies (LEAs) and public and private organizations in communities served by those LEAs (or one or more of those LEAs in collaboration with one or more of those organizations).  Those agencies and organizations will use the Early Reading First funds to transform early childhood education programs into centers of excellence for early learning, and help prepare preschool-age children for academic success.  

The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education of the U.S. Department of Education received emergency clearance for this application which will expire 10/31/02.  The Department is now seeking OMB approval of this extension for a three year approval.

2.  
The application allows a respondent to apply for Federal assistance.  The application describes the need for the program, a plan for the proposed program, and the range of activities to be developed and implemented.  The Department will use the information provided in each application to award points based on the selection criteria and the competitive preferences, and to determine whether applicants qualify for funding.  Without the information supplied on the application, an objective evaluation could not be made and the funds appropriated could not be awarded.

3.  
Applicants are requested to submit only one hard copy of the application, with 3 electronic copies on diskettes for peer review.  This is intended to reduce copying and mailing burden on applicants, and will expedite the peer review process.  There are no technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

4.
The information supplied by applicants is not in any other data collection, and is unique to this program and the particular grantee.  The application package is a single document intended to serve a specific authorized purpose, and is in keeping with the statutory requirements.

No information is available from any other source which enables the Department of Education to evaluate the qualifications of the applicant under the program provisions.

5.  
Small businesses may be impacted by this data collection.  Efforts have been 

made to reduce burden on those entities by designing a shorter Pre-Application 

process, by using predominantly electronic submission, and by using plain 

language and forms with easy to follow instructions wherever possible.

6.  
The authorizing statute requires grant awards for which a competition must be held.  If an application instrument is not available, the Department would not be able to issue those grant awards and the Department would be out of compliance with the statue.

7.  
There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5.

8.
There have been no public comments received due to the 60-day comment period.  The Department has also published a 30-day comment period notice.  The Department consulted with other relevant Federal program staff outside the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education and U.S. Department of Education to obtain their views on such items as the availability of data, clarity of instruction, and award criteria.

9. 
No gifts or payments will be made to respondents other than competitive awards to local grant recipients.

10.  
No assurance of confidentiality is provided.

11.  
There are no questions of a sensitive nature in this collection of information.

12.  
Estimated respondent cost for an application is based on 10 hours per Pre-Application and 20 hours per Full Application.  The figure of 30 total hours is based on our own operating experience and comments and recommendations from knowledgeable persons in the field who are familiar with early childhood education initiatives.

For the Pre-Application we estimate respondent cost at an average of  $35 per hour so that the average cost per pre-application would be $35 X 10 hours = $350.

For the Full Application we estimate respondent cost at an average of $35 per hour so that the average cost per full application would be $35 X 20 hours = $700.

It is estimated that a total of 600 pre-applications will be received for the competition.  Total pre-application estimated cost: $350 X 600 = $210,000.

It is estimated that a total of 300 full applications will be received for the competition.  Total full application estimated cost: $700 X 300 = $210,000

Estimated data burden for grants:

Annual reporting burden per response (includes applying and preparing 

submission of application):

Pre-Applications:  10 hours x 600 respondents = 6,000 hours

Full Applications:  20 hours x 300 respondents = 6,000 hours

13.  
There are no startup costs to respondents.

14.
Estimated annualized Federal cost:


Program personnel:


1 person @ ___31_____ hr. x 160 hours


$  4,060


 1 person @ ___26____ hr. x 160 hours                                 $  3,200






TOTAL                                    $  7,260

Contract for review process, including mailing applications, paying peer reviewers, training peer reviewers, travel for training, per diem, and honorarium, for an estimated  600 Pre-Applications and 300 Full Applications:   $750,000.

15.  There are no changes in burden.

16.
There is no plan for publication.  The Department’s compilation of the application packet will be made available on the Early Reading First website.

17.  
The expiration date will be displayed in the Federal Register notice that will be enclosed with the application packet.

18.  
There is no exception to the certifications.
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