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September 16, 2002

Dear Chief Academic Officer:

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) conducts a biennial survey of all libraries serving degree-granting postsecondary institutions in the fifty states and the District of Columbia.  In October, NCES will begin collecting data for the FY2002 Academic Library Survey (ALS).  Instructions for survey participation will be sent to the library director at your institution.

The survey schedule is as follows:

· Web-based data collection. On-line registration and the questionnaire will be available on the NCES Web site from October 16 through February 14, 2003. 

· Firm deadline. After February 14, 2003, the reporting window will be closed. 

· Peer comparison program.  An online analysis tool for comparing academic libraries is available at (http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/libraries/academicpeer/).  The 2000 ALS is currently available and the 2002 data will become available for analysis as soon as data collection ends.

· Information copy. A print-only copy of the ALS 2002 form and instructions has been posted at: http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/libraries/surveyAC.asp.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  If you have questions about the Academic Library Survey, please contact the Acting Program Director Jeffrey Williams at jeffrey.williams@ed.gov.  

Sincerely,

Gary Phillips

Deputy Commissioner of Education Statistics

cc:  Library Director
