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October 1, 2002

Dear Library Director:

As you know, the National Center for Education Statistics will begin data collection for the FY2002 Academic Library Survey (ALS) on October 16.  Please designate a staff member to be responsible for data entry and forward the enclosed survey information to that person as soon as possible.

On-line registration and Web data collection will begin on October 16, 2002.  The Key Holder should register as soon as possible using the enclosed registration guide, user ID and password.  The data collection ends on February 14, 2003.

When reporting data for an institution, the Key Holder should include data for all branch and independent libraries on the campus.  Libraries on branch campuses (i.e., located in other communities) should be included, if those campuses are registered under the same NCES UNIT-ID number as the main campus.  Your institutional research representative can provide the UNIT-ID number for any branch campus.

NCES will produce national and state tabulations of the final data in an E.D. TABS report and will also release the final data file.  Both the report and data file will be available over the Internet on Academic Library Survey Web site (http://nces.ed.gov.surveys/libraries/academic.asp) in                   2003.  The Academic Library Peer Search Tool developed by NCES is available for the 1998 and 2000 ALS.  All of the FY 2002 data will be available in the Peer Search Tool in  ___        2003.

The FY2002 ALS has numerous changes from the FY 2000 survey.  There are changes made to most parts of the survey and some format changes to the screens, based on the recommendations of the ALS Steering Committee. A print only copy of the FY 2002 ALS data entry screens and instructions and a summary of the changes will be posted on the NCES Web site at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/libraries/surveyAC.asp.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support.






Sincerely,






Gary Phillips






Acting Commissioner of Education Statistics

Enclosure

NCES has met with the ALS Steering Committee and corresponded with many members of the library community to discuss these processing changes, and we are pleased to report their unanimous support.  We also are pleased that a network of Library Representatives (LRs), one in each state, has agreed to work with NCES to communicate information about the survey and to promote response.  If you do not know the name of your state’s LR you can find it at:  http://

