SUPPORTING STATEMENT

FOR PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

A. Justification

1. The collection of information is necessary to allow eligible local educational agencies to apply for $12.5 million in discretionary grant funds appropriated under the No Child Left Behind Act, Title I, Part 4, section 1251, Improving Literacy through School Libraries (LSL) Program, a new program under the Act.

Funds will be used to improve student literacy skills and academic achievement by providing increased access to up-to-date library materials; a well-equipped, technologically advanced school library media center; and well-trained, professionally certified school library media specialists.

2. The Department of Education will administer the program using a Federal Register  ZAP package to allow local educational agencies to compete for grants under the LSL program.

3. This collection of information does not involve the use of electronic submission.

4. The LSL program is the only program in the Department of Education providing direct assistance to local educational agencies for improving student achievement and school library media centers.

5. This collection of information does not impact small businesses or other small entities.

6. The consequence of not conducting this collection of information during this first year of appropriation is to lose the $12.5 million intended to improve student achievement and school library media centers.

7. This information collection is consistent with 5 CFR 1320.5 except for the requirement for an applicant to submit an original and two copies of the collection.  We also encourage the submission of three additional copies to assist the program’s peer review process.

8. We are asking for a 30-day comment period.  We do not anticipate any comments.

9. We will not provide a payment or gift to respondents, other than funds to grantees for approved project activities.

10. It is not necessary to provide assurances of confidentiality.

11. We do not ask for information that is of a sensitive nature.

12. Estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information:

Number of Respondents: 
1,500

Frequency of response:
      1 x a year

Annual hour burden:
     30 hrs. (based on past experience)

Total annualized burden=
45,000 hrs. x  $20 =$900,000

13. There are no start-up costs to this information collection.

14. Annual Cost to Federal government: $182 ,720

Hrs (Preparation-60 days x 8 x  $75) (Receipt, Screening, $60 x8x 14days) + 

(Review Costs =$100,000)

Overhead ($30,000)

Federal Register ZAP=$10,000

        15.  This is a new collection.


         16. The results of this collection of information will not be published.

17. We will display the expiration date for OMB approval on this information collection.

18.  The one exception to the certification statement identified in Item 20, OMB  Form 83-I deals with the burden on small entities.  It does not apply to this collection, as small entities are not burdened by this information collection.

