SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR THE DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS TO

ENSURE STUDENRTS WITH DISABILITIES RECEIVE A QUALITY HIGHER EDUCATION
A. JUSTIFICATION
1. Collection of information is necessary in order for the Secretary of Education to make grants under the Demonstration Projects to Ensure Students with Disabilities Receive a Quality Higher Education Program. This new program authorizes grants to institutions of higher education to develop innovative model demonstration projects to provide technical assistance or professional development for faculty and administrators in institutions of higher education in order to provide students with disabilities a quality education.

Information is collected under authority of Title VII, Part D, of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, and the Education Department General Administrative Regulations, (EDGAR). There are no program regulations. A copy of the authorizing legislation is attached. The information collection of this discretionary grant application package falls under the Streamlining Plan OMB No. 1890-0001.
2. This collection is used to obtain the programmatic and budgetary information needed to evaluate applications and make funding decisions based on the authorizing statute and the published funding criteria in EDGAR. This collection is also used to collect the information. necessary to determine if it is the best interest of the government to continue the projects through the subsequent years of the project period, based on the progress reports obtained from grantees.

3. We are seeking approval for an application collection for a currently approved collection. Information about the Department’s funding opportunities, including copies of application notices for discretionary grant programs can be viewed on the Department’s electronic bulletin board (ED Board) telephone (202) 260-9950; on the Internet Gopher Service (gopher://gcs.ed.gov); or on the World Wide Web (at http://gcs.ed.gov).   This program is participating in Department’s submission of applications in an electronic format. The program anticipates that the department  will receive at least 10% of submissions electronically, due to applicant concerns of submitting official documents electronically. 

4.  Since the information submitted in the application is unique to each respondent, and to the authorizing legislation, no duplication exists.
5. The application does not involve the collection of information from small businesses or other small entities.
6. The initial information must be collected every 3 years at the beginning of each new funding cycle in order to select new grantees. Information in the annual progress report must be collected in order to determine if it is in the interest of the government to continue to fund each grantee.

7. No information will be collected in the manner covered under any of these special circumstances.

8. This information collection will be published in the Federal Register.
The Department consults on a regular basis with potential applicants in the months cycle as applications are prepared and submitted to the Department.

There is ongoing consultation with current grantees during each year of the funding cycle. The application procedures and forms are discussed during each year of a funding cycle at various professional preceding each funding meetings and meetings of Title VI grantees.  We also receive feedback concerning the contents of the applications from the academic review panel members who evaluate our applications.

9. The Department will not provide payments or gifts to respondents.
10.  The Department ’s disclosure policies adhere to the provisions of the Privacy Act.
11. Questions of a sensitive nature are not included in these forms.  

12. .The Department estimates the following average time for the completion of the application: 80 hours in the first year, and 20 for all subsequent years.
First Year: 75 respondents x 80 hrs. per response: 6000 hours
Subsequent Years: 24 respondents x 20 hrs. per response: 480 hours

Average annual burden would be 40 hours.
Estimated annual cost to respondents for initial year:

Professional: 
$30 per hr. x 80 hrs. x 75 respondents:
$180000 

Clerical: 
$12 per hr. x 20 hrs. x 75 applicants:             $  18000

                                                                         
   Total $198000

Estimated annual cost in subsequent years:
Professional: $30 per hr. x 20 hrs. x 24 respondents: 
$14400 

Clerical: $12 per hr. x 15 hrs. x 24 applicants:            
 $  4320

                                                                          
Total  $18720

Average annual cost burden




$78,480

13.  No other expenses are incurred.
14.  Annualized cost to the Government:
Development of information collection (based on similar Title VII programs):
                                                   200 hrs. x $34 per hr.                $6,800
Staff time to prescreen applications, conduct evaluations and monitor progress.

In years when there is no competition, staff time to process noncompeting continuations and monitor progress:
GM 13 x 20% time based on $72,758 annual salary       $14,552

GS 7 x 20% time based on $27,624 annual salary          $5,525

Duplication: $3.00 x 200 xeroxed copies                       $600

Mailing: 200 x $.45 per copy                                         $90






Total                   $ 20,767


In year when there is a new grant competition, this will the additional financial burden to the federal government.  

Cost of federally supervised review of applications;
Payments to readers and cost of hotel facilities             $10,000





 Total:                 $30,767
Average annual cost to the federal government $24,100

15. This is a extension of a currently approved collection request.
16. The results of the information we have collected will not be published.
17.  The Department will display the expiration date for the OMB approval as required.

18.  There are no exceptions to the certification statement.
B. The collection of this information will not employ statistical methods.
