
SUPPORTING STATEMENT


PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM APPLICATION


FOR STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES

A.  Justification
1. The Public Charter Schools Program is authorized under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  The purpose of The Public Charter School Programs is to increase national understanding of the charter schools model by providing financial assistance for the planning, program design, and initial implementation of charter schools; evaluating the effects on students, student academic achievement, staff, and parents; expanding the number of high-quality charter schools available to students across the nation; and encouraging the States to provide support to charter school for facilities financing in an amount more nearly commensurate to the amount the States have typically provided for traditional public schools.  Charter Schools expands the charter school initiative, expanding opportunities for parents, educators and interested community leaders to create schools outside the education establishment.

This collections falls under the Streamlined Discretionary Grant Process, 1890-0011.  ED is seeking approval shortly after the 30 day comment period in order to have sufficient  time for awards.  

      2.
The information will be used by the Department of Education, Office of Elementary and              Secondary Education (OESE), Division of School Improvement Programs in annual grant             competitions to determine whether an SEA qualifies to receive federal assistance to                      conduct a State-level charter school grant program.  If an SEA qualifies and sufficient                  funds are available the information will be used to determine the amount of funds to be                awarded.

3.
OESE plans to post the application on the Department sponsored web site at www.uscharterschools.org/.  e-Application, formerly e-Gaps, is an expanded pilot program sponsored by ED for fiscal year 2002 which is going on now with specific programs as pilots.  The Government Paperwork Elimination Act requires OESE to use electronic applications by 2003.  
4.
The information collected is unique to each SEA applying for a grant under the Public Charter Schools Program.  The contents of the application relate specifically to charter schools.  There is no other Federal program which duplicates this effort, consequently similar information is not available.  

5.
The collection of information does not have a significant impact on a substantial number of small businesses or other small entities.

6.
The information must be collected for the administration of this discretionary program.  If it is not collected grants cannot be made to State Education Agencies as required by the statute.

7.
There are no special circumstances which require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the general information collection guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5.

8. Consultation with SEAs and other eligible applicants outside the agency has shown that  the application being used to collect information follows the general format used without problems by other discretionary grant programs in the Department.  Voluntary feedback from applicants who have used this application supports the clarity and quality of the application instructions and forms. 

9.
There is no gift or payment to respondents, other than remuneration of grantees.

10.
There is no assurance of confidentiality.

11.
The questions in this collection are not of a sensitive nature.

12. 
 Each respondent is required to submit one application by the closing date.  The  annual burden, based on conversations with fewer than 10 respondents, is estimated to be approximately 24 hours for each respondent.  

The number of respondents is expected to remain at 30.
The approximate annual cost to each respondent will be $682.

Estimated expenses are:

- preparation @ $28/hour x 24 hours


$672 

- duplication & mailing @ $10.00


$  10









$ 682


      

13.
There are no start-up costs for this collection.
14.
The approximate annual cost to the Federal government will be $20,920.

Estimated expenses are:

- duplication & mailing of 100 applications 

  @ $1.00 per application



$    100


- receipt, screening, and filing of 

  applications @ $28.00 per hour X 

  3 hrs/application X 30 applications


$ 2,520

- technical assistance provided by 

  program staff @ $28.00 per hour 

  X 2 hrs/applicant X 30 applicants


$ 1,680

- peer review and analysis @ $1,200 per

  reviewer X 10 reviewers



$12,000

- slate preparation, negotiation, and 

  award of grants @ $28.00 per hour X

  10 hours per grant X 15 grants


$ 4,200

- notification of unsuccessful 

  applicants @$28.00 per hour X 

  1 hr/applicant X 15 applicants


$   420 










          $20,920

15.
The program change is due to a reinstatement of previously approved hours.
16.
This collection of information is not to be published.

17.
This collection will display the expiration date.

18.
There are no exceptions to the certification statement.

B.
Collections of Information Employing Statistical Methods

This collection of information does not employ statistical methods.

