TO:

Karen Lee



OMB Desk Officer



FROM:
John Fiegel


Group Leader, Innovation and Choice in Equity Programs

School Improvement Programs

Elementary and Secondary Education

SUBJECT:
Request for Quick Turnaround on the Public Charter Schools Program Application for Grants (formerly approved under OMB No. 1810-0570)

In order to make timely awards it is imperative that we be notified of the status of this information collection as soon as possible after the 30-day comment period.

The application is necessary for the Department to implement the Public Charter Schools Program, which is reauthorized under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  This application package, which is essentially the same collection, with updated information, that was previously approved under OMB No. 1810-0570 is used to make awards to State educational agencies (SEAs) and other eligible applicants.

Since these funds are used for planning, designing, and implementing new charter schools, it is important that they be available to charter school developers as early as possible so that schools will be able to open at the beginning of the academic year.  Any unnecessary delays in funding may result in schools either opening late, or not at all.

If you have any questions regarding this request, pleas contact me at john.fiegel@ed.gov or on 260-2671.
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