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The program narrative should follow the order of the selection criteria listed below and describe in detail activities planned for the funding period.  Project objectives and evaluation plans, may be aligned to the performance measures for the Parental Assistance Program and information that addresses the Section 427 GEPA requirements must also included in the program narrative.  (Both the performance measures and the Section 427 GEPA requirements are provided in Section E of this application package.) The program narrative must be limited to 30 pages.

SELECTION CRITERIA:
The selection criteria below will be used to evaluate applications submitted under the Parental Assistance Program (CFDA 84.310.A). The maximum score for these criteria is 100 points.  An application will receive 10 additional points if it is the highest scoring applicant from any of the jurisdictions identified under Eligible Applicants in the notice inviting applications.  The total maximum score an applicant may receive is 110 points.

The evaluation criteria outlined in the Selection Criteria will be applied to measure the effectiveness of the evaluation design of each application submitted.  However, “Evaluation Considerations” that address specific Statutory requirements are provided in Appendix “A”.  Each applicant should, where appropriate, address the “Evaluation Considerations in their application.

(a) Need for the project  (20)

In evaluating the need for the proposed project, we consider the extent to which—

(1) The proposed project will provide services to or otherwise address the needs of parents who are educationally or economically disadvantaged;

(2) The training, information, and support services currently available inadequately address the needs of the parents the proposed project will serve; and

(3) The children of the parents the proposed project will serve are not meeting State or local academic achievement standards.

(b) Quality of the design of the proposed PIRC  (25)  

In evaluating the quality of the design of the proposed PIRC, we consider the extent to which—

(1) The proposed PIRC will be a school-based or school-linked center of adequate size, scope, and quality to serve effectively the parents in the area;

(2) The proposed PIRC is designed to work in coordination with the SEA and affected LEAs (i) in determining the needs of the parents who will be targeted for assistance; and (ii) in developing an effective means for providing services to those parents;

(3) The proposed PIRC is designed to coordinate and integrate activities funded under this grant with parental involvement activities funded from other sources, particularly Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act;

(4) The proposed PIRC will support effective early childhood parent education programs that will enhance school readiness;

(5) The proposed project includes multiple strategies for providing direct and indirect services for parents targeted for assistance; and

(6) The proposed PIRC will implement a management plan that includes clearly defined responsibilities, timelines, and milestones for achieving the objectives of the project.

(c) Quality of the services  (20)

In evaluating the quality of the services to be provided by the proposed PIRC, we consider—

(1) The quality and sufficiency of strategies for ensuring equal access by, and treatment of eligible project participants who are members of groups that have been traditionally underrepresented based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability; and

(2) The extent to which the proposed PIRC will—

(i) Provide comprehensive training, information, and support services to develop and strengthen the relationship between parents and their child’s school;

(ii) Assist parents in understanding the student academic achievement standards to which their child is being held and the measures of student and school academic achievement;

(iii)   Assist parents in becoming involved in their child’s education in meaningful ways that are likely to improve the child’s academic achievement;  

(iv) Provide services that reflect up-to-date knowledge from research and effective practices; and

(v) Provide to parents services that will likely improve the developmental progress of children, including children from birth through age five.

(d) Quality of the PIRC personnel  (10)


In evaluating the quality of the personnel who will carry out the PIRC activities, we               consider—

(1) The extent to which the applicant encourages applications for employment from persons who are members of groups that have been traditionally underrepresented based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability;

(2) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of the PIRC director;

(3) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of key PIRC personnel; and

(4) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of PIRC consultants or subcontractors.



(e) Evaluation  (25)



In evaluating the quality of the evaluation the applicant proposes to conduct of the proposed project, we consider the extent to which the methods of evaluation—

(1) Are thorough, feasible, and appropriate to the goals, objectives, and outcomes of the proposed project;

(2) Produce quantitative and qualitative data; and

(3)  Will result in data on whether the policies and practices of the PIRC are effective in improving home-school communication, student academic achievement, school academic achievement, and parental involvement in school planning, review, and improvement.

(Note:  In designing the evaluation plans, applicants are encouraged to consider their performance measures.)     

