Dear Applicant:

Thank you for your interest in the Parental Assistance Program.  Included in this application package are the instructions and forms needed to submit an application to the U.S. Department of Education.

An important part of the application includes a Department of Education General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) requirement.  Section 427 of GEPA was enacted as part of the Improving America’s School Act of 1994 and requires each applicant for funds to include in its application a description of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to and participation in its Federally assisted programs for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs.  Your description need not be lengthy and may be provided in either a separate narrative or if appropriate, may be discussed in combination with related topics of the application.

You should also be aware that as part of a government-wide effort to improve the performance and accountability of all Federal programs, the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) requires the development and use of performance measures to set goals for program performance and to measure and report program results.  A template that you may use to develop your performance measures for the Parental Assistance Program is included in the application package.  Your application should include performance measures that relate to the purposes of the authorizing legislation.  It is important that all applications are developed to achieve successful project outcomes and that projects include a process to measure progress toward that end.

The name and telephone number of the contact person is provided in the Application Notice that follows.  Please do not hesitate to call if you have questions about the program after reviewing the application package.  We look forward to receiving your application and appreciate your efforts to facilitate parent and family involvement in education.





Sincerely,

Susan B. Neuman, Ed.D

