                                             SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR 

                                        PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

                      SCHOOL RENOVATION, IDEA, AND TECHNOLOGY GRANTS    

                                                            PROGRESS REPORT

Justification:

1. The statute (P.L. 106-554) requires that each State educational agency (SEA) submit to the Department a report on the use of program funds.  The report shall include information on the use of funds by local educational agencies (LEAs) for school repairs to improve the health and safety of students, make schools accessible to students with disabilities, acquire school facilities for charter schools, provide special education services to students with disabilities, and to make improvements in technology in connection with school repairs.

These grants were authorized by the Education Department Appropriations Act for 2001.  The law provided  $1.1 billion for the above listed activities.

The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) of the U.S. Department of Education is seeking OMB approval for the paperwork collection for the School Renovation, IDEA, and Technology report.  

2. The information allows States to describe the use of funds received under                      

the program. The State will describe the grants to local educational agencies for school repair and renovation, activities under Part B of IDEA, and technology activities carried out in connection with school repair and renovation.

            The information provided in the report will enable the Department to determine  

            whether the program is reaching the target populations, the types of activities or

            services funded, the type of technical assistance provided and identify the 

            indicators used to assure high quality performance and outcomes.

3. The Department’s E-Report initiative does not include submittal of progress reports for Formula grant programs. The Department will post the Progress report on the School Renovation program listserv. 

4. The information supplied by the State is not in any other data collection, and is  

       unique to this program and the particular State.  The report is a single document

            intended to serve a specific authorized purpose, and is in keeping with statutory 

            requirements.

5 Small businesses are not impacted by this data collection.

      6.   The Department cannot determine that the funds were appropriately distributed 

      without the report.  If no information were collected, the Department would not 

      know if the State had used the allocated funds and would be unable to implement 

      the requirement to reallocate funds described in Section 321 (h).

7. There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the guidelines 5 CFR 1320.5.

8. This request for collection of information was published in the Federal Register, (Vol. 67, No 38, February 26, 2002) for public comment. Nine comments were received during the 60-day public comment period. All the comments addressed the clarity of the information to be collected. The Department agreed with the comments and revised the Progress report accordingly.

9.  No gifts or payments will be made to respondents.

10.  No assurance of confidentiality is provided.

11.  There are no questions of a sensitive nature in this collection of information.

12. Estimated respondent cost for a report is based on 2 hours per report.  The figure 

       of 2 hours is based on our own experience and the comments of the grantees that  

       we consulted.

We estimate respondent cost at an average of $25 per hour so that the average cost per report would be $25 x 2 hours = $50.

We expect that a total of 56 reports will be received from State grantees.  Total estimated cost: $50 x 56 reports - $2,800

Estimated data burden for grant:

Annual reporting burden per response (preparing and submitting report):

2 hours x 56 grantees = 112 hours

Total burden for grants = 112 hours

13.   There are no startup costs to respondents.

14. Estimated annualized Federal cost:

Program personnel:

1 person @ $32.09 per hour x 60 hours                        $1925.40

(review reports, acquire missing information, compile data and prepare final report)

Printing and mailing reports:                                            

56 reports x $1.50 per report                                                $84.00  

15. This is a new grant program.  There has been no previous information

             collection for this report.

16. There is no plan for publication.

17. The expiration date will be displayed on the information collection.

18. There is no exception to the certification.

