OMB Passback for 1810-0653

Questions -- Please provide the following information:

1) Please provide a copy of the appropriate section of the statute authorizing the collection of information (P.L. 106-554).

Requested legislation is included and State reporting section is highlighted.

2) The abstract indicates that the Department will “report to Congress on the progress of the School Renovation Program.”  However, the statute authorizing the collection of information does not require such a report.  Does the Department still intend to issue a report to Congress?  If so, please justify.  If not, please provide a revised copy of the abstract

We revised the abstract as follows:

ED will collect the information from States and Outlying areas as required in the legislation to document the progress of the School Renovation, IDEA and Technology grants in achieving the legislative goals of improving school facilities and ensuring the health and safety of students and staff.

3) Regarding Section A8: Were any other efforts made to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the information collection?

Yes, the proposed progress report was posted on the School Renovation listserv that includes a total of 100 subscribers. An estimated 20 subscribers called and proposed some editorial changes to the draft copy. The Department included the editorial changes in the revised Progress report.

4) Regarding Section A12: How did you estimate respondent cost to be $25 per hour? 

We considered the level of staff expertise required to compile the information from the LEA reports to the State and prepare the final State progress report to the Department. 

5) Please indicate what infrastructure and resources are already in place for implementing the collected information?  For example, who will analyze and manage the reports produced by the information collection?

Assigned program staff will review the State Progress reports and prepare a summary report designed to document program implementation results and outcomes. 

6) What is the consequence for SEAs who fail to submit the Progress Report?

SEAs submitted signed assurances as part of their application that incorporated by reference the legislative reporting requirement. Failure to submit the Progress report would violate the assurance and result in limiting access to the balance of funds.

7) In Table A on page 3 of survey, should the fourth line read, “Charter schools within LEAs receiving funds” instead of “Charter schools within LEAs that received awards”?

Revised on page 3 of the report.

8) How will the Department verify that information provided by SEAs is accurate?  What evidence will you collect to determine whether or not funds were distributed and services were provided?

Each Progress report will include a cover page signed by the Authorized State representative certifying that the information submitted is accurate. The Department plans to follow up with the State by formal correspondence or if appropriate by site visits if information discrepancies or omissions in the information collection are noted. 

Recommendations – Please make the following revisions:

9) Indicate on the written survey that the Department will post the State Progress Report on the School Renovation Program listserv.

10) Indicate on page 2 of State Progress Report that the information collection is required to obtain or retain benefits.  Your notice to respondents should also cite the legal authority for requiring the information collection.

