SUPPORTING STATEMENT

Justification--84.902B NAEP Secondary Analysis Program

1.  This information collection makes it possible for institutions of higher education, public and private organizations, institutions and agencies to apply for grants under the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Secondary Analysis Program.  The NAEP Secondary Analysis Program was developed to encourage eligible parties to prepare reports that would not otherwise be available utilizing new ideas or state-of-the-art techiques to analyze and report the information contained in NAEP and NAEP High School Transcript Studies.  NAEP is authorized by Public Law 107-110.  This collection falls under the Streamlined Discretionary Grant Process, 1890-0001.

2.  The information gathered in this collection is used by the Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (1) to determine eligibility of applicants for grants under the NAEP Secondary Analysis Program, (2) to rate the quality of proposed research projects according to specified evaluation criteria, (3) to select applicants according to statutory and regulatory provisions, and (4) to determine amounts of grant awards. 

3.  The information collection instrument [the grant application package] has been available electronically since fiscal year 2000. The Department of Education has been studying the possibility of using electronic submission of grant applications to reduce respondent burden.  A pilot study using electronic submission was conducted in fiscal year 2000.  This grant program is not part of that pilot study, however the expertise and cost/benefit information gained from the pilot study will be used to assist this and other grant programs in the Department in making the transition to electronic submission procedures.

4.  The information requested in this information collection is relevant only to grant applications under the NAEP Secondary Analysis Program  and is not collected by any other Federal program.

5.  The NAEP Secondary Analysis Program invites applications that will advance educational theory and practice.  The information requested in this application will not be unduly burdensome on small businesses or other small entities.  The burden is kept to a minimum by asking applicants to provide only that information required by statute and regulation.

6.  The information in this information collection is collected once a year.  The information enables applicants to compete for Federal funds that are appropriated by Congress.  If this information collection is not conducted, the NAEP Secondary Analysis grant competition could not be held and the funds allocated for the grants under this program would not be made available to the public.

7.  There are no special circumstances under which the agreed upon guidelines for this information collection would be altered.

8.  This information collection has been approved for streamlined clearance as a discretionary grant program application.  The guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.8(d) were consistently followed.  Respondents have had no questions or comments on the burden statement for this collection.

9.  No payment will be offered for responding to this information collection.

10.  No assurance of confidentiality is required for this information collection.

11.  No questions/information in this information collection are of a sensitive nature.

12.  The estimated number of hours needed to read, understand, prepare and complete this information collection is 24 hours per respondent.  This calculation is based on previous experience with similar discretionary grant competitions.  Approximately 15 responses to this grant announcement are expected.  Therefore, the summary statistics are:

15 respondents x 24 hours = 360 burden hours.

The approximate cost to each respondent is $790.00.

- preparation of application @ $30.00/hour x 24 person hours/App.












$  720.00

- duplication of application and forms:  70 pages x .13/page x 6 copies












    54.60

- mailing @ $15.00/App.












$   15.00











$  789.60

13.  This information collection involves the description of plans for new educational research projects.  No record keeping on the part of respondents is required.

14.  The approximate cost of this information collection to the Federal Government is $2,355.00

- review and analyses @ $25.00/hour x 15 applications x 6 person-hours/App.

(2 hours/application x 3 readers)












$2,250.00 

- filing @ $7.00/application x 15 Apps.

$  105.00
$2,355.00

15.  This is the seventh time for this information collection.  There are no changes in the estimated burden or record keeping required.

16.  The information collected from this grant competition will not be published, nor will the information collected be used for statistical purposes. 

17. The expiration date will be displayed on this collection.

18. There are no exceptions to the certification.

B.
This collection does not employ statistical methodology.

