Department of Education

34 CFR Part 700

Standards for the Conduct and Evaluation of Activities Carried Out by the Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI)—Evaluation of Applications for Grants and Cooperative Agreements and Proposals for Contracts: Rule

Subpart D--Evaluation Criteria

Sec. 700.30  What evaluation criteria are used for grants and cooperative agreements?

    (a) Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, the Secretary announces the applicable evaluation criteria for each competition and the assigned weights in a notice published in the Federal Register or in the application package.

    (b) In determining the evaluation criteria to be used in each grant and cooperative agreement competition, the Secretary selects from among the evaluation criteria in paragraph (e) of this section and may select from among the specific factors listed under each criterion.

    (c) The Secretary assigns relative weights to each selected criterion and factor.

    (d) In determining the evaluation criteria to be used for unsolicited applications, the Secretary selects from among the evaluation criteria in paragraph (e) of this section, and may select from among the specific factors listed under each criterion, the criteria which are most appropriate to evaluate the activities proposed in the application.

    (e) The Secretary establishes the following evaluation criteria:

    (1) National significance.

    (i) The Secretary considers the national significance of the proposed project.

    (ii) In determining the national significance of the proposed project, the Secretary may consider one or more of the following factors:

    (A) The importance of the problem or issue to be addressed.

    (B) The potential contribution of the project to increased knowledge or understanding of educational problems, issues, or effective strategies.

    (C) The scope of the project.

    (D) The potential for generalizing from project findings or results.

    (E) The potential contribution of the project to the development and advancement of theory and knowledge in the field of study.

    (F) Whether the project involves the development or demonstration of creative or innovative strategies that build on, or are alternatives to, existing strategies.

    (G) The nature of the products (such as information, materials, processes, or techniques) likely to result from the project and the potential for their effective use in a variety of other settings.

    (H) The extent and quality of plans for disseminating results in ways that will allow others to use the information.

    (2) Quality of the project design.

    (i) The Secretary considers the quality of the design of the proposed project.

    (ii) In determining the quality of the design of the proposed project, the Secretary may consider one or more of the following factors:

    (A) Whether the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be achieved by the project are clearly specified and measurable.

    (B) Whether there is a conceptual framework underlying the proposed activities and the quality of that framework.

    (C) Whether the proposed activities constitute a coherent, sustained program of research and development in the field, including a substantial addition to an ongoing line of inquiry.

    (D) Whether a specific research design has been proposed, and the quality and appropriateness of that design, including the scientific rigor of the studies involved.

    (E) The extent to which the research design includes a thorough, high-quality review of the relevant literature, a high-quality plan for research activities, and the use of appropriate theoretical and methodological tools, including those of a variety of disciplines, where appropriate.

    (F) The quality of the demonstration design and procedures for documenting project activities and results.

    (G) The extent to which development efforts include iterative testing of products and adequate quality controls.

    (H) The likelihood that the design of the project will successfully address the intended, demonstrated educational need or needs.

    (I) How well and innovatively the project addresses statutory purposes, requirements, and any priority or priorities announced for the program.

    (J) The quality of the plan for evaluating the functioning and impact of the project, including the objectivity of the evaluation and the extent to which the methods of evaluation are appropriate to the goals, objectives, and outcomes of the project.

    (3) Quality and potential contributions of personnel.

    (i) The Secretary considers the quality and potential contributions of personnel for the proposed project.

    (ii) In determining the quality and potential contributions of personnel for the proposed project, the Secretary may consider one or more of the following factors:

    (A) The qualifications, including training and experience, of the project director or principal investigator.

    (B) The qualifications, including training and experience, of key project personnel.

    (C) The qualifications, including training and experience, of proposed consultants or subcontractors.

    (4) Adequacy of resources.

    (i) The Secretary considers the adequacy of resources for the proposed project.

    (ii) In determining the adequacy of resources for the proposed project, the Secretary may consider one or more of the following factors:

    (A) The adequacy of support from the lead applicant organization.

    (B) The relevance and commitment of each partner in the project to the implementation and success of the project.

    (C) Whether the budget is adequate to support the project.

    (D) Whether the costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential significance of the project.

    (E) The potential for continued support of the project after federal funding ends.

    (5) Quality of the management plan.

    (i) The Secretary considers the quality of the management plan of the proposed project.

    (ii) In determining the quality of the management plan of a proposed project, the Secretary may consider one or more of the following factors:

    (A) The adequacy of the management plan to achieve the objectives of the project, including the specification of staff responsibility, timelines, and benchmarks for accomplishing project tasks.

    (B) The adequacy of plans for ensuring high-quality products and services.

    (C) The adequacy of plans for ensuring continuous improvement in the operation of the project. 

    (D) Whether time commitments of the project director or principal investigator and other key personnel are appropriate and adequate to meet project objectives.

    (E) How the applicant will ensure that a diversity of perspectives are brought to bear in the operation of the project, including those of parents and teachers, where appropriate.

    (F) How the applicant will ensure that persons who are otherwise eligible to participate in the project are selected without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability.

    (G) The adequacy of plans for widespread dissemination of project results and products in ways that will assist others to use the information.

Sec. 700.31  What additional evaluation criteria shall be used for 

grants and cooperative agreements?

    In addition to the evaluation criteria established in 

Sec. 700.30(e), the Secretary uses criteria or factors specified in the 

applicable program statute to evaluate applications for grants and 

cooperative agreements.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6011(i)(2)(D)(ii))
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