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Supporting Statement Request for OMB Review

The Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study–Third Follow-up


This document has been prepared to support the clearance of study data elements and procedures under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and 15 CFR 1320 for the third follow-up study to the "Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study of 1993."  This study is being completed by the Research Triangle Institute (RTI), with MPR Associates (MPR) as subcontractor, under contract number ED-01-CO-0098 to the U.S. Department of Education.


This submission concerns the third follow-up of this longitudinal study and requests clearance for both the B&B:93/2003 full-scale study scheduled for data collection in 2003 and the field test for the study completed one year earlier in 2002.  Both of these efforts will require intensive tracing and locating, web-based data collection by telephone, personal interview, and self-directed mode, reporting, and data file delivery.

In this supporting statement for Standard Form (SF) 83-I, we report the purposes of the study, review the data elements for which clearance is requested, and describe how the collected information addresses the statutory provisions of The National Education Statistics Act of 1994 (P.L. 103-382).  Subsequent sections of this document respond to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) instructions for preparing supporting statements to SF 83-I.  Section A addresses OMB's specific instructions for justification and provides an overview of the study's purposes and goals.  Section B describes the collection of information employing statistical methods.  The data elements that will be addressed by B&B:93/2003 are described in detail in section C.  Important supporting information is also appended to this request for review.  Appendix A provides confidentiality forms that we will use for the study.  Appendix B includes samples of the mailout materials that we will send to all sample members before the start of data collection.  The final appendix (Appendix C) describes the statistical approaches and sampling that will be applied to the B&B:93/2003 full-scale study.

A.  Justification

1.
Circumstances Making Collection of Information Necessary

a.
Purpose of this submission

The Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study—Third Follow-up (B&B:93/2003) is a component of the U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics’ (NCES') Postsecondary Longitudinal Studies and Sample Surveys program.  This follow-up study will be the fourth data collection contact with the B&B:93 sample cohort, a group that represents bachelor's degree recipients from the 1992‑93 academic year.  The base for this information system is the National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS), a recurring, 
nationally representative, cross-sectional survey of postsecondary students.
  

As the third follow-up of the B&B:93 cohort, B&B:93/2003 will allow for further study of topics assessed during the first and second follow-up studies, as well as new topics relevant to graduate education and career paths.

B&B:93/2003 will survey 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients from public and private colleges and universities at the point ten years after earning bachelor's degree. The study will add important policy relevant information to education outcome information collected in 1992-93 (during the base year data collection), and during the first two follow-up studies in 1994 and 1997.  The data collected in 2003 will provide longer-term information on graduates’ additional postsecondary education and other training, employment, workforce activities, and other life experiences, with a particular emphasis placed on those who entered the teaching profession since completing their bachelor's degrees.  This information will provide the opportunity to assess the value of bachelor’s degrees to individuals and society at that point in the young adults' lives when many of them are likely to have settled into their chosen careers.

b.
Legislative authorization

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) of the Office of Educational Research and Improvement, U.S. Department of Education, is conducting this study, as authorized under Section 404a of the National Education Statistics Act of 1994 (P.L. 103-382) which states:

The duties of the Center are to collect, analyze, and disseminate statistics and other information related to education in the United States and in other nations, including—

(1)
collecting, acquiring, compiling, and disseminating full and complete statistics on the condition and progress of education at the pre-school, elementary, secondary, and postsecondary levels in the United States, including data on –

(A) State and local education reform activities;

(B) Student achievement at all levels of education

(C) Secondary school completions, dropouts, and adult literacy;

(D) Educational access to and opportunity for postsecondary education, including data on financial aid to students;

(E) Teaching, including data on course-taking, instruction, the conditions of the education workplace, and the supply of, and demand for, teachers, which may include data on the proportions of women and men, cross-tabulated by race or ethnicity, teaching in subjects in which such individuals have been historically underrepresented;

(F) The learning and teaching environment, including data on libraries;

(G) The incidence, frequency, seriousness, and nature of violence affecting students, school personnel, and other individuals participating in school activities, as well as other indices of school safety;

(H) The financing and management of education, including data on revenues and expenditures; and

(I) The social and economic status of children;

(2) conducting and publishing reports and analyses of the meaning and significance of such statistics;

(3) conducting longitudinal studies as well as regular and special surveys and data collections, necessary to report on the conditions and progress of education;

(4) collecting, analyzing, cross-tabulating, and reporting, to the extent feasible, so as to provide information by gender, race, socio-economic status, limited-English proficiency, and other population characteristics when such desegregated information would facilitate educational policy decision making….

Activities for B&B:93/2003 are included in subsection (a), parts 1A, 1B, 1D-1G, as well as parts 2, 3, and 4. 


NCES assures participating individuals and institutions that any data collected during B&B:93/2003 and earlier waves of the study shall be in total conformity with NCES’ standards for protecting the privacy of individuals.  Section 408(a)(1) of the Act states that:

The Center shall develop and enforce standards designed to protect the confidentiality of person in the collection, reporting, and publication of data under this title.

Similarly, section 408(a)(2) of the act further provides that:


No person may–

(A)
use any individually identifiable information furnished under this title for any purpose other than a statistical purpose; 

(B)
make any publication whereby the data furnished by any particular person under this title can be identified; or

(C)
permit anyone other than the individuals authorized by the Commissioner to examine the individual reports.

(Section 408(a)(2))

Penalties for misuse of information have been established in Section 408(b)(6) for which:

Any person, who uses any data provided by the Center, in conjunction with any other information or technique, to identify any individual student, teacher, administrator, or other individual and who knowingly discloses, publishes, or uses such data for a purpose other than a statistical purpose, or who otherwise violates subparagraph (A) or (B) of subsection (a)(2), shall be found guilty of a... felony and imprisoned..., or fined..., or both

c.
Prior and concurrent related studies


NCES has collected longitudinal data for over 26 years.  Starting in 1972 with the National Longitudinal Study of the High School Class of 1972 (NLS-72), NCES began providing longitudinal data to education policymakers and researchers that linked educational experiences with later outcomes such as early labor market experiences and postsecondary education enrollment and attainment.  The NLS-72 cohort of high school seniors was surveyed five times between 1972 and 1986, and a wide variety of data were collected, including data on students’ family background, schools attended, labor force participation, family formation, and job satisfaction.  NLS-72 was followed by two other decade-long education longitudinal studies—The High School and Beyond Study (HS&B) and National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988 (NELS:88)—that further expanded the age and grade range of sample members and greatly increased the policy relevance of the study findings.  Thus, information was available to study the relationships between early school experiences and students' subsequent educational experiences in high school and postsecondary education.  Additionally, national data was also available on students academic growth over time, and how family, community, school, and classroom factors promoted or inhibited student learning. 

These high school cohort studies, while accurately reflecting educational and employment outcomes for a particular age group, do not accurately reflect all postsecondary students because of the actual diversity in age and background of postsecondary students at any point in time.  For this reason, NCES started the Postsecondary Longitudinal Studies and Sample Surveys (PLSSS) program, which involves cross sections of students—regardless of their ages— enrolled for postsecondary education at specific points in time.  The program currently incorporates base-year data from the cross-sectional National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS), and extends it through two longitudinal components.  The Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study (BPS) follows a cohort of students just starting their academic careers; Baccalaureate and Beyond (B&B) follows the segment of students who have earned bachelor's degrees during their postsecondary careers.

The PLSSS is focused on addressing the following six issue topics: 


· Undergraduate Access and Choice of Institution,

· Persistence,

· Progress/Curriculum,

· Attainment/Outcome Assessment,

· Graduate/Professional School Access, and

· Rates of Return to Individuals and Society.

As we note below (and in section C of this document), B&B:93/2003 is well suited to address each of these research topics.

B&B:93/2003 will be the third follow-up of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients.   NPSAS:93, which served as the base-year data collection study for B&B:93, collected detailed information on a nationally representative cross section of students enrolled in postsecondary education.  Data were collected from students, institutions, and parents on students’ demographic backgrounds, enrollment characteristics, and work experiences, and on how they financed their education (with particular emphasis on their use of financial aid).  Seniors graduating in 1992-93 were asked additional questions about their plans for the future, such as whether they intended to attend graduate school and whether they planned to enter the teaching profession.

The first follow-up for B&B:93 (B&B:93/94) took place in 1994, approximately one year after participants earned their bachelor’s degrees.  Major topics covered in this wave of data collection were the cohort members’ work experiences, including job search activities, employment, and job training; postbaccalaureate education; family formation; and financial information such as loan debt and income.  In short, the first follow-up study provided critical policy information for decisionmakers and researchers about the early impacts of baccalaureate degrees on recent graduates.  Research using the data from the 1994 follow-up showed that most of the college graduates were employed (87 percent) and employed full-time (73 percent).  One-quarter of the sample (27 percent) had enrolled for further education, and 17 percent were enrolled at the graduate level, with many combining school and work (McCormick and Horn, 1996).

The first follow-up data also laid the groundwork for studying graduates’ entry into teaching at the elementary and secondary levels.  Data collected in 1994 allowed the examination of the characteristics, undergraduate education, and early employment experiences of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients who were in the “teacher pipeline.”  For example, Henke, Geis, and Giambattista (1996) contrasted these important B&B:93 subpopulations to consider the future of the teaching force in the U.S., including graduates who had prepared to teach (but never did), those who taught (but were not formally prepared to do so), and those who reported that they were considering teaching.

The second follow-up (B&B:93/97) was conducted four years after bachelor’s degree completion.  Detailed information about graduate and first-professional enrollment was collected at this stage, including what degrees graduates had pursued and in what fields, the timing of enrollment, enrollment intensity and duration, how graduates combined enrollment and work, methods of financing graduate education, and completion of graduate degrees.  By 1997, more of the 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients had enrolled in graduate education (30 percent had enrolled, up from 17 percent in 1994), and some had earned graduate or first-professional degrees (12 percent).  Information on employment experiences was also collected, such as the number of jobs the sample members had held, their occupations, their experience with unemployment, their salaries and benefits, and their satisfaction with various aspects of their jobs.  In 1997, 89 percent were employed (about the same as in 1994) (McCormick, Nuñez, Shah, and Choy, 1999).

The second follow-up allowed further study of those in the teacher pipeline.  Data indicated, for example, that while about one-quarter of graduates had prepared to teach, taught, or were considering teaching in 1994, about one-third had done so by 1997 (Henke, Chen, and Gaise, 2000).  Furthermore, compared with graduates in other occupations in April 1994, graduates who were teaching at that time were among the most likely to work in the same occupation three years later in April 1997 (Henke and Zahn, 2001).  However, research into the relationship of salaries and job experiences to major field of study demonstrated the relatively low salaries and salary increases over time for those who majored in education (Horn and Zahn, 2001).

In addition, the second follow-up data collection enabled further exploration of the relationships among postbaccalaureate education, employment, and family formation.  Analyses of these data revealed that marriage was negatively related to graduate enrollment for women but not for men (Clune, Nuñez, and Choy, 2001) and that debt burden no longer constituted a major obstacle to graduate enrollment (as it had in 1994), nor did it affect family formation or other steps toward financial security (Choy, 2000).

The third follow-up study for B&B:93 (B&B:93/2003), for which clearance is requested, will be a landmark ten-year follow-up of the 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients.  The data will allow further study of the topics already covered, and provide critical information for this nation's policymakers.  Importantly, this follow-up study will examine the B&B:93 sample members at a very different point in their lives.  Thus, B&B:93/2003 will allow study of new topics, such as time to degree at the graduate level, transition from graduate study into the labor force, and career paths over a much longer time period than previously possible.  In particular, the 2003 follow-up will provide the data needed to monitor teachers’ movement into and through the profession over a ten-year period, and it will allow the examination of the labor market experiences for those who did not pursue graduate education but immediately entered the laborforce.
2.
Purpose and Uses of the Data

The need to collect information about what happens to individuals during and after completing postsecondary education has grown more critical to our understanding of this important educational activity.  Further, societal and economic changes have encouraged greater participation in postsecondary education for all individuals.  As a result, greater numbers of nontraditional students, who did not enter postsecondary education directly from high school and who have been in the workforce and/or started a family, are enrolling.  Thus, there is increasing diversity in backgrounds, aspirations, expectations, and benefits experienced by these individuals with regard to postsecondary education.  As we noted above, NCES' Postsecondary Longitudinal Studies and Sample Surveys program focuses on six overarching postsecondary education issues.  This section describes the importance of these issue areas, and reports program findings that consider them.

a.
Undergraduate Access/Choice of Institution

The issues associated with undergraduate access/choice of institution involve how, when, and why students enroll in postsecondary institutions.  Analyses of access and choice focus on timing of the decision to enroll, application rates, timing of enrollment, and enrollment by institution type.

The areas of interest with regard to these decisions include basic demographic characteristics, the influence of family and peers, high school preparation, participation in special programs in high school, and financial aid offers.  For example, recent NCES analyses relevant to this topic include Access to Postsecondary Education for the 1992 High School Graduates (Berkner and Chavez, 1997) and Confronting the Odds:  Students At Risk and the Pipeline to Higher Education (Horn, 1997), which were both based on NELS:88, and Choosing a Postsecondary Institution (Choy and Ottinger, 1998), which was based on the BPS sample in NPSAS:96.

b.
Persistence in Postsecondary Education

The issues related to the topics of persistence focus on whether and why students continue their enrollment in postsecondary education.  Topics included in this area are the effects of delayed entry after high school, transfers, educational intensity (e.g., full- or part-time enrollment), and breaks in continuity (stopouts).  Earlier analyses of NCES data include College Persistence and Degree Attainment for 1980 High School Graduates: Hazards for Transfers, Stopouts, and Part-Timers (Carroll, 1989).  The BPS studies allow similar investigations based on all students within the same postsecondary education cohort (who vary in terms of both age and experience) rather than on a high school cohort (which is generally homogenous with regard to age).  The results of BPS:90 were presented in the Descriptive Summary of 1989-90 Beginning Postsecondary Students:  Two Years Later (Fitzgerald, 1994) and the Descriptive Summary of 1989-90 Postsecondary Students:  Five Years Later (Berkner, 1996).  In addition, BPS:90 data was the basis of Transfer Behavior Among Postsecondary Undergraduates Who Leave College in Their First Year (Horn, 1998), which examined the educational experiences of students who leave postsecondary school in their first year, and tracked those who return (stopouts) to determine where and when they enrolled.  Nontraditional Undergraduates:  Trends in Enrollment from 1986 to 1992 and Persistence and Attainment Among 1989-90 Beginning Postsecondary Students (Horn and Carroll, 1996) explores persistence among nontraditional students based on NPSAS:90 and subsequent BPS interviews.

c.
Progress in Postsecondary Education and Curriculum

Progress and curriculum issues are related to postsecondary course-taking, credit production, field of study, grades, length of study, transfer between colleges, and timing of college leaving.  Topics related to major field of study are of special interest, particularly for education, mathematics, and science majors.  Course-taking patterns and grades are of particular concern.  Analyses addressing these issues are present in Student Patterns in College: NLS-72 Postsecondary Education Transcript Study, 1984 (Knepper, 1987); and The New Course Map and Transcript Files (Adelman, 1999).

d.
Attainment/Outcome Assessment

Attainment and outcome assessment involve rates of program completion, degree attainment, and receipt of licenses and certificates.  Of particular interest is the time to degree, whether and why it takes longer to complete a bachelor’s degree now than in earlier times.  For example, Changes in Educational Attainment:  A Comparison Among 1972, 1980, and 1982 High School Seniors (Schmitt, 1989) began to address this issue, but was limited by restrictions on the amount of time out of high school, especially for the later cohorts of high school students included in the study, who were very recent graduates.  More recent studies are Educational Attainment of 1980 High School Sophomores by 1992 (Tuma and Geis, 1995); Nontraditional Undergraduates:  Trends in Enrollment from 1986 to 1992 and Persistence and Attainment Among 1989-90 Beginning Postsecondary Students  (Horn and Carroll, 1996); and A Descriptive Summary of 1992-93 Bachelor’s Degree Recipients One Year Later, (McCormick and Horn, 1996), which included an essay on time to degree.

e.
Graduate and Professional School Access

The issues of graduate/professional school access are similar to those involved in postsecondary access and choice – that is, when, why, and how decisions to enroll in graduate school are made.  They also involve issues related to timing of entry application rates, enrollment status, and field of study. The B&B longitudinal study series provides an opportunity to examine graduate/first professional enrollment patterns over an extended period of time and to study attainment rates and time to degree for a much greater proportion than previously studied. Life After College: A Descriptive Summary of 1992-93 Bachelor’s Degree Recipients in 1997, With an Essay on Participation in Graduate and First-Professional Education (McCormick, Nuñez,  Shah, and Choy, 1999), which included an essay on participation in graduate and first-professional education.  By 1997, only 12 percent of bachelor’s degree recipients had earned a graduate or first-professional degree, and most of those were master’s degree recipients (Choy, 2000). 

f.
Rate of Return to the Individual and Society

The rate of return issues concern the relative benefit to individuals and society of postsecondary education.  The relative payoff of postsecondary education to individuals and society is the issue of rates of return.  The increasing use of student loans to finance postsecondary education raises important issues about the education debt burden of individuals and the ratio of student loan debt to current and expected income.  This has been investigated in Early Labor Force Experiences and Debt Burden (Choy and Geis, 1997) which used BPS:90 and B&B:93 data on the income and debt of students who had completed programs of various lengths.  Rate of return to society may be addressed through analyses of special benefits to society through employment in public service professions such as teaching, and voluntary participation in community service.  The PLSSS longitudinal studies allow sufficient time for rate of return issues to be addressed with the BPS and B&B cohorts as they enter the work force.  As a ten year follow-up, B&B:93/2003 will allow investigation of rates of return over a much longer timeframe.

3.  Improved Information Technology

In order to improve the efficiency of data collection, and virtually eliminate the need to burden respondents with a recontact for a data problem resolution, a web-based, computer-assisted interview will be used for the B&B:93/2003 field test and full-scale survey.  Three modes of data collection will be used–self-administered, telephone, and field interview–with one web-based instrument.  Data collection will begin when the self-administered instrument is made available to sample members on the study's web site.  After several weeks of data collection, telephone interviewers will begin to follow up with nonrespondents and those who completed only partial self-administered interviews.  Finally, several weeks later, field interviewers will begin to locate and interview sample members who have refused to participate through the other two modes of interviewing.

The web-based data collection system will make available the survey instrument, as well as relevant data collected previously, and display questions for the respondent and interviewer in a program-controlled sequence on the computer screen.  Computer control of the interview and the monitoring of responses offers substantial improvements in data quality and data collection efficiency over a standard paper and pencil survey.  The incidence of missing or inconsistent data is greatly reduced since questionnaire skip patterns are computer controlled.  Moreover, invalid entries, or entries inconsistent with previous responses, are rejected by the computer and must be corrected by the respondent or interviewer before continuing with the interview.  

This system also adds considerable flexibility to the interviewing process since questions can be tailored to reflect both preloaded information and answers already received during the interview.  In addition, computer control of interviewing offers accurate and efficient management of survey activities, including case management, scheduling of calls, generation of reports on sample disposition, data quality monitoring, interviewer performance, and flow of information between telephone and field operations.  It will also ensure that a telephone or field interview is not attempted while a self-administered interview is in progress or had been recently completed. 

Additional features of the system include: (1) on-line help for each screen to assist both interviewers and respondents with instrument; (2) full documentation of all instrument components, including variable ranges, formats, record layouts, labels, question wording, and flow logic; (3) capability for creating and processing hierarchical data structures to eliminate data redundancy and conserve computer resources; (4) a scheduler system to manage the flow and assignment of cases to interviewers by time zone, case status, appointment information, and prior case disposition; (5) an integrated case-level control system to track the status of each sample member across the various data collection activities (lead-letter mailing, locating, self-administered data collection, CATI and CAPI interviewing, etc.); (6) automatic audit file creation and timed backup to ensure that, if an interview is terminated prematurely and later restarted, all data entered during the earlier portion of the interview can be retrieved; and (7) a screen library containing the survey instrument as displayed to the respondent/interviewer.

4.
Efforts to Identify Duplication

Since the inception of NPSAS and in the planning for the B&B study series, the NCES has consulted with other federal offices and non-federal individuals, groups and associations to improve the quality of B&B data, reduce burden, and to avoid duplication of effort.  For example, NCES has worked with the Department of Education’s Office of Postsecondary Education, the Congressional Budget Office, and the Office of Management and Budget, and other federal agencies for this purpose.  In addition, consultations with nonfederal associations such as the American Council on Education, the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, the Institute for Higher Education Policy, and the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education confirm that the data to be collected with B&B: 93/2003 are not available from any other sources.  These consultations also provided, and continue to provide through the B&B:93/2003 TRP, methodological insights from the results of other postsecondary education studies.

Other longitudinal studies of secondary and postsecondary students (e.g., NLS-72, HS&B,  and NELS:88) have been sponsored by NCES.  However, these studies do not represent a direct duplication of efforts with B&B:93.  Indeed, these other studies were conducted during earlier decades and represent educational, employment, and social experiences and environments somewhat different from those experienced by the B&B:93 cohort.  Thus, the B&B:93/2003 data, which builds upon the data from earlier follow-up studies, are important for understanding changes in the postsecondary education and labor market experiences of this population.  Moreover, the B&B:93 cohort consists of bachelor's degree recipients at a single time point, and represents a student population that is both diverse in age and includes nontraditional aged degree completers.

5.
Methods Used to Minimize Burden on Small Businesses

This section has limited applicability to the proposed data collection effort.  The target respondents for B&B:93/2003 are individuals, and direct data collection activities will involve no burden to small businesses or entities.

Some small businesses, such as for-profit schools and other organizations, may be contacted to obtain current addresses and telephone numbers of sample members who cannot be located through other means.  Procedures to minimize burden to these agencies and organizations will be implemented based on the results of NPSAS and prior B&B follow-up studies.  Specifically, no organization or agency will be contacted for sample member locating information until all other avenues of tracing have been exhausted for a student.  In addition, requested information will consist entirely of key data that are routinely available to administrators and managers of these small businesses and entities (e.g. telephone and address information contained in employee directories or the files of school registrars, alumni offices, job placement programs).

6.
Consequences of Eliminated or Less Frequent Data Collection

This submission describes the field test and full-scale data collection for the Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study Third Follow-up (B&B:93/2003).  The field test, to be conducted in 2002, will be followed in 2003 by the full-scale implementation, ten years after the base year data collection in 1993 and six years after the second follow-up in 1997.

The rationale for conducting both the NPSAS surveys and the follow-up BPS and B&B series is based on a historical need for information on financial aid programs and persistence/attainment in higher education.  In particular, the large-scale and rapid changes in federal policy concerning postsecondary student support and other interventions necessitate frequent studies.  Policy and program changes affecting elementary and secondary education may also have an ultimate impact on postsecondary enrollment and attainment.

Repeated surveys are also necessary because of rapid changes in the postsecondary environment.  With the longitudinal design of the NPSAS survey and B&B follow-ups, representative national samples of degree-receiving postsecondary students with similar base year characteristics may be compared over time to determine the effect of federal policy and program changes.  Such information will provide better measures of the effects of program changes than would a single longitudinal study or multiple cross-sectional studies.

7.
Special Circumstances of Data Collection

The procedures for B&B:93/2003 follow all data collection guidelines specified in 5 CFR 1320.  No special circumstances of data collection are anticipated.

8.
Consultants Outside the Agency

In recognition of the significance of B&B and the B&B third follow-up study, several strategies have been incorporated into the project’s work plan that allow for critical review and comments upon project activities, interim and final products, and projected and actual outcomes.  These strategies include consultations with researchers and statisticians at NCES and other offices within the Department.  The interaction and reviews will also include other individuals and groups not affiliated with the Government.

For example: B&B:93/2003 project staff receive guidance from a Technical Review Panel (TRP) established to review study plans and procedures throughout the life of the contract.  The membership of the TRP (see exhibit 1 for a list of the TRP membership and their affiliations) represents a broad spectrum of the postsecondary education community. 

Exhibit 1.—Members of the B&B:93/2003 Technical Review Panel

Non-Federal Members

Mr. Frank  Balz
National Association of Independent Colleges & Universities
1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036 

Ms. Alisa  Cunningham
The Institute for Higher Education Policy
1320 19th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036 

Mr. John K. Curtice
State University of New York
State University Plaza
Albany, NY 12246 

Dr. Jacqueline  King
American Council on Education
One Dupont Circle, NW
Washington, DC 20036 

Dr. John B. Lee
JBL Associates
6900 Wisconsin Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Dr. Tod R. Massa
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia
James Monroe Building
101 North Fourteenth Street
Richmond, VA 23219 

Dr. Catherine  Millett
University of Michigan
CHSPE, 2400 School of Education
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 




Dr. Antoinette S. Mitchell
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
2010 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036-1023
Mr. Kent  Phillippe
American Association of Community Colleges
One Dupont Circle, NW
Washington, DC 20036 

Dr. Karen  Spahn
Institutional Research
University of Phoenix
4615 East Elwood Street
Phoenix, AZ 85040 

Mr. Peter  Syverson
Council of Graduate Schools
One Dupont Circle, NW
Washington, DC 20036 

Dr. Dawn  Terkla
Institutional Research and Planning
Tufts University
28 Sawyer Avenue
Medford, MA 02155 

Mr. Brian  Trzebiatowski
American Association of State Colleges & Universities
1307 New York Avenue
Fifth Floor
Washington, DC 20005 

Dr. Sarah E. Turner
University of Virginia
Curry School of Education
405 Emmet Street
Charlottesville, VA 22903 

Exhibit 1.—Members of the B&B:93/2003 Technical Review Panel—continued

Federal Members

Dr. Nabeel  Alsalam
Congressional Budget Office
Rm. 423A
Ford House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 

Mr. David  Bergeron
U.S. Department of Education, OPE
1990 K St, NW
Washington, DC 20006-8540
Dr. C. Dennis Carroll
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street, NW
Room 8112
Washington, DC 20006 

Dr. Sandra  Garcia
U.S. Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement
Capitol Place,555 New Jersey Avenue, NW, Room 602D
Washington, DC 20208-5652
Mr. Daniel  Goldenberg
U.S. Department of Education, OUS
400 Maryland Avenue
Room 6W118
Washington, DC 20202 

Dr. Mary  Golladay
Division of Science Resources Studies
National Science Foundation
4201 Wilson Blvd., Room 965
Arlington, VA 22230 

Dr. Paula R. Knepper
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street NW
Room 8096
Washington, DC 20006-5652



Dr. Roslyn  Korb
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street, NW
Room 8132
Washington, DC 20006 

Dr. Andrew G. Malizio
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street, NW
Room 8005
Washington, DC 20006 

Dr. Edith  McArthur
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street, NW
Room 9081
Washington, DC 20006 

Ms. Kristin  Perry
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street, NW
Room 8113A
Washington, DC 20206 

Dr. Maria  Rojtman
U.S. Department of Education
Office of Postsecondary Education
1990 K St., NW, Room 8086
Washington, DC 20006 

Dr. Marilyn  Seastrom
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street, NW
Room 9051
Washington, DC 20006 

Ms. Cristal  Thomas
Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW, Room 10235
Washington, DC 20503 

Mr. John  Wirt
U.S. Department of Education, NCES
1990 K Street, NW
Room 9028
Washington, DC 20286

Notably, we have included members of the NPSAS:93, B&B:93/94, and B&B:93/97 TRP on the B&B:93/2003 TRP to gain additional coordination between B&B follow-up studies and the underlying base-year study.  The members serve as expert reviewers on the technical aspects of the study design, data collection procedures, and instrument design, especially item content and format.

9.
Provision of Payments of Gift to Respondents

Even with the best survey practice, data collection with some respondent populations is very difficult and expensive, making it almost impossible to obtain desired completion rates without incentives.  In many ways the B&B:93/2003 study cohort provides an almost textbook example of a sample cohort requiring response incentives.

· The sample cohort has been repeatedly surveyed.  The third follow-up will be the fourth contact for data collection over the course of ten years.  While the effective response rates have been high, longitudinal response rates for the cohort have declined.

· Data collection with the survey cohort has been time consuming.  While data collection for the third follow-up is expected to take only 25 minutes for the full-scale study, data collection burden for prior interviews was heavy.  Interviewers reported it as a major reason for refusals to participate in the earlier surveys.

· Nonrespondents from the previous data collection wave are included in the follow-up.  In order to increase generalizability and analytical power, our data collection plans for the third follow-up include nonrespondents to B&B:93/97, many of whom could not be located.  Obviously, pursuing these sample members will be difficult and costly, supporting the use of nonresponse incentives.

· Gatekeepers may prevent access to members of the sample cohort.  Given the mobility of people at this stage in life, ten years following completion of their bachelor’s degree and  six years since their B&B:93/97 interview, the contact information for the sample will be dated.  These have been important years for the cohort who will have completed school, possibly relocated several times, and changed their names through marriage.  Under these circumstances, the parents and other persons that sample members provided as contact sources will be critical to ensuring appropriate response rates for the study.  We believe the payment of incentives to sample members will reduce the likelihood that these contacts will serve as gatekeepers. 

In this section, we detail and provide justification for our specialized plans for improving cohort response rates through the payment of incentives.  We propose to offer two different types of incentives during the B&B:93/2003 field test.  One incentive is designed to reduce data collection costs by encouraging sample members to respond early during the data collection period and to respond by the most cost effective approach (a self-administered web-based "interview").  We propose to conduct a small experiment with this incentive during the field test to establish the wisdom and efficacy of this approach.  We also propose to employ a data collection nonresponse avoidance incentive to reduce the potential for nonresponse bias.
  

a.
Incentive Justification

We believe that implementing an incentive plan is a cost effective way to collect data for the B&B:93 cohort, and will, over the course of data collection, reduce data collection costs by reducing the need for more costly telephone and field interviews.  The support for this position comes from several sources.  For example, field tests of the National Survey of Family Growth, a periodic survey of the reproductive health and behavior of U.S. women, discovered that incentive payments to sample members more than paid for themselves over the course of the study.  Members of the incentive group (who received incentives of $40 or $20) were less likely than the no-incentive control group to refuse to participate, less likely to require refusal conversion calls, broke fewer data collection appointments, and required fewer hours of interviewer time. The pretest report for this study stated the case quite clearly:

Of particular note … is the fact that the average number of interviewer hours per completed interview went down significantly as the amount of the incentive went up.  In general, every twenty dollar increment in the incentive reduced the average hours per interview by two… (almost 11 hours of interview hours were required for the nonincentive cases)  (Research Triangle Institute, 1994, pg. 8-6).

The authors attributed the savings to increased cooperation from respondents; the reduced time required for locating, tracing, and contacting the sample members; and the reduced the time required for conferences and planning sessions with supervisors about problems cases.  

A similar outcome was reported for the National Adult Literacy Survey by Berlin and colleagues (1992).  For this study, a $20 incentive produced not only higher response rates from the sample cohort but also provided lower costs per completed case than the comparison group. 

These conclusions also agree with the methodological experiments of Warriner and his colleagues who discovered that cash incentives successfully encouraged earlier responses from  sample members.  Indeed, the Warriner study attained an 80 percent response rate with the $10 incentive alone—no follow-up contacts with sample members were attempted.  The researchers noted that while the “traditional strategy is to invest in follow-ups, it may be as effective to concentrate funds into prepaid incentives, even at the cost of reducing the number of further contacts” (Warriner et al., 1996, pg. 555).

Another important aspect of the incentive plan proposed for the B&B:93/2003 is that it is likely to reduce response bias and other data collection errors.  For example, as Dillman reported: 

That financial incentives deserve a closer look for their possible potential in reducing nonresponse error, because they have rather powerful effects on response rates, and the influence seems most powerful on younger people, which seems to be one of the more difficult to survey segments of the general population (Dillman, draft paper, Aug. 1996).

Recent research and methodology reports from surveys with incentives support this position.  For example, the findings from the National Survey of Family Growth, where highly sensitive and personal information was collected from young adults, demonstrated that incentives not only had positive effects on response rates, incentives also seemed to positively affect reporting accuracy, as well.
  While the B&B:93/2003 interview will collect little sensitive information, the use of incentives in this case may encourage more complete and thoughtful responses from respondents.

b.
Incentive for Early Response

During the field test, we intend to conduct an experiment to evaluate the impact of different incentive values ($0, $10, and $20) on the likelihood of completing the self-administered interview early in data collection, before the more costly telephone and field interviewing become necessary.  The field test sample will be stratified based on previous respondent status in earlier rounds of B&B, then allocated to one of three groups so that each group contains similar proportions of previous respondents and nonrespondents.  Forty percent of the sample (or 371 cases) will be assigned to a control group that will receive an invitation in the advance mailing to complete the survey via the web without a monetary incentive to do so.  Thirty percent of the sample (or 277 cases) will be offered $10 for completing the survey via the web within the first three weeks of the opening of the website.  The final 30 percent of the sample (or 277 cases) will be offered $20 to complete the survey via the web during the first three weeks of data collection.  This design will allow us to examine the effect of incentives on response rates and to determine if there are any differences in response rates attributable to differences in the amount of the incentive payment.  These findings will inform our strategies for the full-scale data collection.

c.
Incentive to Reduce Nonresponse

Typically, data collection with cohort nonrespondents would involve multiple telephone calls to locate and contact sample members.  Thereafter, interviewers are often required to complete multiple data collection calls to sample members.  This is especially true in studies with difficult to survey respondents.  For some members of the sample, the initial contacts will result in completed interviews.  However, many respondents will initially refuse to participate or will be resistant to contact from field interviewers, will screen their calls, etc.  Further data collection activities with the refusals and other nonrespondents will often require a wave of nonresponse “refusal conversion” calls, and field data collection completed by specially trained interviewers. 

Based on the Department’s earlier experiences with field data collection, incentives, and reviews of survey methodology literature, we have proposed the payment of $20 to located CATI nonrespondents and persons who could not otherwise be contacted by telephone tracers and interviewers.  These payments will be offered in two parts.  The first part will be a $5 cash payment included in an express delivery letter (e.g., Federal Express or Express Mail) shipped directly to located nonresponding target members and located target members without telephones.  Included in this package will be detailed instructions about the study, the importance of participation, and procedures for obtaining a second payment when the B&B:93/2003  interview is successfully completed.  This second payment, a check for $15, will be forwarded by mail when the interview is accomplished.

10.
Assurance of Confidentiality

A plan for assuring the confidentiality of sample members identities and information has been developed. Under this plan, B&B:93/2003 will conform totally to federal regulations – specifically, the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C., 552a), Privacy Regulations (34 CFR Part 5b), the Hawkins-Stafford Amendments of 1988 (P.L. 100-927), the National Center for Education Statistics Act of 1994, the Computer Security Act of 1987, NCES Restricted Use Data Procedures Manual, and the NCES Standards and Policies.  The plan for maintaining confidentiality includes signing confidentiality agreements and notarized nondisclosure affidavits obtained from all personnel who will have access to individual identifiers (copies of the agreement and affidavit are provided in appendix A).  Also included in the plan is personnel training regarding the meaning of confidentiality, particularly as it relates to handling requests for information and providing assurances to respondents about the protection of their responses; controlled and protected access to computer files under the control of a single database manager; built-in safeguards concerning status monitoring and receipt control systems; and a secured and operator-manned in-house computing facility.

An advance letter (see appendix B) will be sent to students describing the voluntary nature of this survey, which will include a brochure to describe the study and to convey the extent to which respondents and their responses will be kept confidential.  The prenotification letter to the study will contain the following statements:

Your participation is completely voluntary.  However, we do need your help in collecting these data.  As you may remember, you were selected to represent many others.  Your responses are necessary to make the results of this important study accurate and timely.

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) of the U.S. Department of Education is authorized by federal law (Public law 103-382) to conduct the Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.  NCES will authorize only a limited number of researchers to have access to information which could be to used to identify individuals.  They may use the data for statistical purposes only and are subject to fines and imprisonment for misuse.

The study leaflet will contain this additional statement regarding confidentiality:

All information you or others provide will be used for research purposes only.  Your responses are confidential and nothing you say will ever be reported in a way that allows you to be identified.  These data will be combined to produce statistical reports for Congress and others.

Maintaining confidentiality is an important consideration when developing web applications.  As employed with other NCES web applications, a two-tier security approach will be used.  As the first layer of security, Secure Socket Layer (SSL) will be employed to ensure only encrypted data flow over the Internet.  As the second layer of security, we will require that an ID and password be used for a sample member to enter the application.  As an added security feature, each night, completed cases will be migrated out of the “production” database and into a separate database inside the NCES firewall. 

In addition to maintaining the security of data collected via the web applications, the Department’s rigorous privacy policy with respect to the use of cookies during data collection and any other hits to the B&B:93/2003 web site will be upheld.  For example, the recent web-based data collection for NPSAS:2000 included a statement assuring respondents that cookies were being used only to track session identification numbers and not to collect personal information.  A statement of this privacy policy will also be included on the B&B:93/2003 web site.  Exhibit 2 shows the privacy policy we propose to use with the B&B:93/2003 web-based data collection approaches.

Exhibit 2.—Privacy Policy proposed for use with the B&B:93/2003 web-based instrumentation

Privacy Policy and Use of Cookies by the B&B:93/2003  web site.
This notice is to assure respondents that NPSAS does not use cookies to collect personal information. This system was developed using Allaire's ColdFusion Pages. This technology (and competing technologies) requires the web server to remember users as they move from page to page during their data entry session. The web server accomplishes this task by assigning a unique "session ID" to a user when they log on. In order to support multiple users accessing the system at the same time, the web server uses a “cookie” to track the session ID. The web server sends a cookie to the user’s browser when a new session is created. This cookie contains the session ID information and no personal data about the user. No information besides the session ID is written to the user’s hard drive. The cookie is deleted when the user closes the browser.

We also use a cookie to set the unique identifier for a case. This cookie does not get written to the client's hard disk, but is in the client's memory and is deleted when the browser session is closed. 

The most recent versions of Microsoft Internet Explorer and Netscape Navigator allow for rejecting all cookies other than those required for session tracking. 

NOTE: Session ID cookies are required to run this application.
Also available on the study web site and during the telephone or personal interview, the following informed consent statement will be read verbatim:

This study is authorized by federal law and collects information about the transitions students undergo in their school and work experiences.  We’d like for you to participate.  This interview takes, on average, about 30 minutes [25 minutes in full-scale study].  All of your information is completely confid-ential and will not be released in any way that could be identified with you.  Participation is voluntary.  You may decline to answer any question or stop at any time.”

Data files, accompanying software, and documentation will be delivered to NCES at the end of the project.  Names and addresses will not be included on any data file, and public release of files will be in the form of a Data Analysis System which prevents accidental disclosure.  A separate locator database for these sample members will be maintained in a secure location by the contractor until needed for subsequent follow-ups.  All hard-copy tracing directory updates will be destroyed as son as they are entered into magnetic form and verified.

All data collection elements and procedures will be reviewed by the Research Triangle Institute’s Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects.  This committee serves as the Institute’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) as required by 45 CFR 46.  It is Institute policy that the IRB review all RTI research involving human subjects in a manner consistent with the regulations 45 CFR 46 and regardless of funding sources to ensure that all Institute studies involving human populations comply with applicable regulations concerning informed consent, confidentiality, and protection of privacy.

11.
Sensitive Questions

The B&B:93/2003 student interview protocol contains items about earnings, assets, and marital status.  Federal regulations governing the administration of these questions, which might be viewed as “sensitive” due to personal or private information, require (a) clear documentation of the need for such information as it relates to the primary purpose of the study, and (b) provisions to respondents which clearly inform them of the voluntary nature of participation in the study, and (c) assurances of confidential treatment of responses.

The collection of data related to income, earnings, assets, and indebtedness is central to understanding key policy issues driving this study.  One issue concerns access to and successful completion of postsecondary education.  Information about financial assets and liabilities can play an important role in explaining whether one states and finishes the postsecondary program of one’s choice, and whether and at what level financial aid should be made available.  In addition, information about income, earnings, and assets are vital labor force variables and provide important indicators of the rate of return of educational experiences to the respondent.

The collection of information about marital status and dependents also facilitates the exploration of key policy issues.  Social and economic support provided by spouses can play an important role in promoting the postsecondary education of respondents and the development of successful careers.  On the other hand, having a large number of dependents (with or without, but particularly without, partner support) can be a significant restraint on attainment.  The information gathered in these areas will allow researchers to assess levels of support and dependency and will allow policy analysts to make inferences about what types of social policies might be useful to remedy problems that are detected.

Several procedures have been implemented to provide assurances to respondents about the voluntary nature of participation in the study and the confidential treatment of survey responses.  A discussion of these procedures appears in Section A, item 10, above.

12.
Estimates of Response Burden

Estimates of response burden for the field test and full-scale data collection activities are shown in exhibit 3.  The total respondent burden for students in the full-scale study is somewhat less than for the field test because (1) some data elements will be refined or removed prior to the

Exhibit 3.—Estimated burden on respondents for B&B:93/2003 field test and full-scale studies

	
	Sample
	Expected Response Rate
	Number of

Respondents
	Average Burden/ Response

(minutes)
	Range of Response Times

(minutes)
	Total
 Burden

(hours)

	Field Test (2002)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Interview
	925
	80%
	740
	30
	15 – 50
	370

	
Reliability reinterview
	100
	90%
	90
	10
	5 – 15
	15

	
TOTAL
	1,025
	
	830
	
	
	385

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Full-Scale (2003)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Interview
	10,449
	92%
	9,613
	25
	10 – 45
	4,006

	
Reliability Reinterview
	500
	90%
	450
	10
	5 – 15
	75

	
TOTAL
	10,949
	
	10,063
	
	
	4,081


start of full-scale interviewing, based on the field test experience, and (2) interview procedures and protocols will be tightened as a result of field test evaluations.

A copy of the student prenotification letter is presented in appendix B.  Included in this letter will be the following burden statement:

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number of this information collection is 1850-0729, and it is completely voluntary.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 30 minutes [25 minutes for full- scale study] per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or suggestions for improving the interview, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.  If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual interview, write directly to: Ms. Kristin Perry, B&B:93/2003 Project Officer, National Center for Education Statistics, 1990 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006.

The estimated costs to respondents in terms of respondent burden for the B&B:93/2003 field test and full-scale studies are shown in exhibit 4.  To compute estimated respondent costs, we assumed an average rate of $15 per respondent hour.  Based on 30 minute field test and 25 minute full-scale study interviews, the total estimated respondent burden is 385 hours for the field test and 4,081 hours for the full-scale study.  Thus, the total estimated costs for the respondents are $5,775 and $61,215 for the field test and full-scale studies, respectively.

Exhibit 4.—Estimated costs to respondents for field test and full-scale data collection reliability reinterview

	
	Number of Respondents
	Total Burden
(hours)
	Rate per Hour
	Total Cost

	Field Test (2002)
	
	
	
	

	
Interview
	740
	370
	$15 
	$5,550 

	
Reliability reinterview
	90
	15
	$15 
	$225 

	
TOTAL 
	830
	385
	—
	$5,775

	
	
	
	
	

	Full-Scale (2003)
	
	
	
	

	
Interview
	9,613
	4,006
	$15
	$60,090

	
Reliability reinterview
	450
	75
	$15
	$1,125

	
TOTAL 
	10,063
	4,081
	—
	$61,215


13.
Estimate of Costs

There are no capital, startup, or operating costs to respondents for participating in B&B:93/2003.  No equipment, printing, or postage charges will be incurred by the sample members.  The estimated costs for respondent participation is presented in section A.12, above.

14.
Costs to Federal Government 

Estimated costs to the federal government for B&B:93/2003 are shown in exhibit 5.  The estimated costs to the government for field test and full-scale data collection are presented separately.  Included in the contract estimates are all staff time, reproduction, postage, computer storage/processing, and telephone costs associated with the management, data collection, analysis, and reporting for which clearance is requested.

Exhibit 5.—Field test, full-scale, and total costs to NCES for salaries, expenses, and other contract costs for the field test and full-scale studies

	Costs to NCES
	Amount

	Field Test (2002)
	

	
Salaries and Expenses
	$35,400

	
Contract Costs
	$2,591,498

	
TOTAL
	$2,626,898

	
	

	Full-scale Survey (2003)
	

	
Salaries and Expenses
	$67,865

	
Contract Costs
	$3,967,080

	
TOTAL
	$4,034,945

	
	

	Total B&B:93/2003 Costs
	

	
Salaries and Expenses
	$103,265

	
Contract Costs
	$6,558,578

	
TOTAL
	$6,661,843


15.
Reasons for Changes in Response Burden and Costs


This submission requests data collection approval for the third follow-up of the Baccalaureate and Beyond Study's 1993 cohort through reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved collection for which approval has expired.
  While the data collection instrument for this follow-up will include some data elements from the previous administrations, it will also contain new elements that reflect the different education, social, and workforce experiences of the student cohort.

Due to changes in the third follow-up study's data elements, coupled with improvements in data collection methodology, we are estimating a reduction of almost ten minutes from the average telephone interview of 32.8 minutes observed during B&B:93/97 full-scale study.  Based on our experience with other longitudinal studies, we are confident that we will be able to decrease response burden from the field test to the full-scale implementation of the B&B:93/2003 survey.  We have estimated a 5 minute reduction in average respondent time per interview between the field test administration and the full-scale study.  Again, refinement of the data elements and data collection procedures from the field test to the full-scale tends to reduce the time needed to collect information.  In addition, since this is the last follow-up of the B&B:93 cohort, there is no need to obtain locating information which, in the B&B:93/97 follow-up interview, averaged 5 minutes.

16.
Publication Plans and Time Schedule

The B&B:93/2003 field test will be used to test and perfect the instrumentation and associated procedures.  Publications and other significant provisions of information relevant to the data collection effort will be a part of the reports resulting from the field test and main study, and a restricted–use data file will be an important product resulting from the full-scale survey.  The B&B:93/2003 data will be used by public and private organizations that produce analyses and reports covering a wide range of topics.  Data files will be distributed to a variety of organizations and researchers, including the offices and programs within the U.S. Department of Education, the Congressional Budget Office, the Department of Health and Human Services, the National Science Foundation, the American Council on Education, and other education policy and research agencies and organizations. 

The B&B:93/2003 contract requires the following reports, publications, or other public information releases:

· Detailed methodological reports (one each for the field test and full-scale survey) describing all aspects of the data collection effort;

· Complete data files and documentation for research data users;

· A Data Analysis System (DAS) for public access to B&B:93/2003 data;

· Special tabulations of issues of interest to the higher education community, as determined by NCES; and

· A descriptive summary of significant findings for dissemination to a broad audience.

Exhibit 6 presents the operational schedule for B&B:93/2003. 

Exhibit 6.  Operational schedule for B&B:93/2003 

	Activity
	Start Date
	End Date

	Field Test
	7/2/01
	9/5/03

	
Sampling
	8/1/01
	6/28/02

	
Tracing
	7/2/01
	6/28/02

	
Web/Self-administered Interviewing
	3/20/02
	6/28/02

	
Telephone Interviewing
	4/10/02
	6/28/02

	
Field Data Collection
	4/23/02
	7/12/02

	
Data Files and Documentation
	3/21/02
	9/5/03

	
Field Test Report
	4/1/02
	6/6/03

	
	
	

	Full-scale Study
	7/1/02
	8/11/04

	
Sampling
	12/2/02
	5/30/03

	
Tracing
	9/3/02
	9/5/03

	
Web/Self-administered Interviewing
	2/3/03
	9/5/03

	
Telephone Interviewing
	3/5/03
	9/5/03

	
Field Data Collection
	4/8/03
	9/12/03

	
Data Files and Documentation
	2/3/03
	11/26/03

	
Methodology Report
	3/3/03
	6/11//04

	
Data Analysis System
	3/31/03
	6/30/04

	
Descriptive Survey Report
	7/1/03
	8/6/04


17.
Approval to Not Display Expiration Date for OMB Approval


The expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection will be displayed on data collection instruments and materials.  No special exception to this request is requested.

18.
Exceptions to Certification Statement

There are no exceptions to the certification statement identified in the Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions of OMB form 83-I.

THIS PAGE WAS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.

�NPSAS was implemented for the first time in the 1986-87 school year and most recently in the 2000-2001 school.  NPSAS:93 served as the base year data collection for B&B:93/2003.


� The sample members within each of the NLS-72, HS&B, and NELS:88 cohorts were all drawn from the same secondary school class, and were, thus, roughly the same age.


� This nonresponse bias study was approved by OMB and used effectively during other longitudinal studies sponsored by NCES, including the National Education Longitudinal Study of (NELS:88/2000) and the Beginning Postsecondary Student Longitidinal Study (BPS:96/98).


� Members of the field test’s no-incentive comparison group seemed to underreport the incidence of abortion. In the field test, 14 percent of the comparison group reported ever receiving an abortion; approximately 30 percent in the treatment condition groups reported the procedure.  (From other sources, the “true” value is believed to be about 33 percent).


� B&B:93/97, the second follow-up of the Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study [OMB 1850-0729], expired in 2000.





– 1 –
– 14 –
– 17 –

