Baccalaureate and Beyond Study, Third Follow-up (B&B: 93/2003)

Clearance Request for 2002 Field Test and Full Scale Study

OMB No. 1850-0729


General Questions

1. What is the relationship, if any, between the sampled population in Beginning Postsecondary Students in Longitudinal Study (BPS) and Baccalaureate and Beyond (B&B)? How does ED use the conclusions gathered from each of these studies to formulate a coherent policy directive for post-secondary education?

2. Supporting Statement, p. 7: What other professions, besides teaching, will be explicitly focused on in this study? Why does the B&B explicitly focus on teaching? 

3. Are the categories “Graduate and Professional School Access” and “Rate of Return to the Individual and Society” the only two of the six research categories that the B&B will investigate?

4. What have response rates been for the B&B previously? 

5. Supporting Statement, p. 17 “Incentive Justification”: Please explain why a $20 increase in incentive payments would reduce the average hours per interview by two. Is this conclusion drawn from a calculation that includes time an interviewer saves by not having to wait for a participant who never shows, make more conversion calls, etc?

6. Has the incentive to reduce nonresponse been tested in previous B&B studies, or in any other ED studies? What was the result? Have other amounts of remuneration been tested previously?

7. Supporting Statement, p. 24: How did NCES calculate the cost of $15 per respondent hour? What assumptions is this based on?

8. Will the field test be testing incentives only? Will substantive questions be tested as well? 

9. What is the interaction between the NPSAS study and the B&B study? How are they similar and different in research questioning, focus, and respondent universe?

10. Supporting Statement, p. 30: For the field test, will NCES return to the 80 originally asked institutions to ask for their participation, or will NCES only ask the 70 who provided enrollment and graduation lists to participate in the 2003 field test?

11. Supporting Statement, p. 37: What percentage of both the field test and full scale study participants will necessitate a telephone interview? What is the non-response rate for the self-administered interview? What is the non-response rate for the telephone interview?

12. Supporting Statement, p. 39: Is there an incentive payment for respondents in the telephone interview? The incentive payment of $0, $10, or $20 is discussed only in reference to the self-administrated survey. If so, please describe.

13. Supporting Statement, p. 43 “Graduate Education”: How will information relating to the length of time it takes to complete a graduate program be used?

14. Supporting Statement, Part C, p. 43: What changes have been made in the B&B 2003 as compared with the previous iteration of the B&B? Please list additional/changed questions, a description of formatting changes, etc. The package describes the general categories of research questions that were used to formulate data elements, however, the new questions themselves were not identified as new to the B&B: 93/2003 study.

Statistical Methodology Questions 

Field Test

15. Please change the footnote 3 on page 17.  It should read “This nonresponse bias study was approved by OMB” or “incentive experiment” or something like that rather than “This nonresponse bias was approved by OMB.”  

16. Is the sample of nonrespondent cases selected for the Field test sufficient for evaluating your procedures for NR conversion and field tracing?  

17. Please provide an analysis showing the minimum difference between incentive conditions that you will be able to detect with your experiment.  

18. What questionnaire items are planned for reinterview?

19. Please send a copy of the Field Test Report to OMB when it is completed.  

Full-Scale Data collection

20. Please provide the response rates at each previous wave, including the school-level response rates at the initial data collection.  Are these response rates weighted or unweighted?  

21. Could you please define exactly who is included and excluded when you say respondents who were “retained for future rounds.” (page C-4)

22. Are the subsampled nonrespondent cases weighted up to represent all NR cases (i.e., including those not followed-up)?

23. What kinds of analyses and studies have been done to examine possible nonresponse bias?

24. I’m not clear why graduate students and first-professional students are strata (page C-9).  Aren’t these students already potentially in the sample at the institution they received their bachelors degree?

25. It seems that the stratification for nonrespondents (page C-10) using tracing outcome and previous response status and your plan to “oversample students who are most likely to be located and interviewed” is creating a bias in your subsample of nonrespondents.  Although all nonrespondents will be generally harder to interview, you seem only to be even trying to interview those most likely to cooperate, who perhaps least represent the remaining nonrespondents.  Please explain this further.  
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