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IMPACT AID PROGRAM

(TITLE VIII OF THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT)

REQUEST FOR OMB APPROVAL

SUPPORTING STATEMENT REQUIRED UNDER

THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
JUSTIFICATION
1.
Circumstances that make the collection of information

necessary.


The Impact Aid Program, authorized by Title VIII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), provides financial assistance to local educational agencies (LEAs) whose enrollment or revenues are adversely affected by Federal activities.  The program statute was amended and reauthorized on October 30, 2000 by the Impact Aid Reauthorization Act of 2000, which was part of the Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2000 enacted by P.L. 106-398. 

The statute and implementing regulations (34 CFR Part 222) require a number of different kinds of information from applicants annually to determine eligibility for and the amount of payments.  The least burdensome method of collecting this required information is for each applicant to submit it as part of its annual Impact Aid application, previously approved under OMB 1810-0036.  ED is now requesting renewal of its three-year clearance under this regular collection.  The following substantive changes are made to the previously approved collection in order to obtain more accurate information, reflect new payment authority for children who vacated Indian housing undergoing renovation or rebuilding (Table 11), and reflect other statutory changes made during reauthorization:

Section 8002 application (Federal property payments)  

Minor technical and editorial changes are made for clarity throughout the section 8002 application and instructions.  In addition, the following changes are made: 

· Table 1 (Tax Assessment Official’s Valuation of Section 8002-EligibleFederal Property) (previously Table 2):  This table in the currently approved collection combined both valuation data and tax levy data, which has resulted in confusion in the field.  Consequently, those data are being separated into two tables (Tables 1 and 4).  In addition, the regulatory valuation process is broken into discrete steps on Table 1 to assist the local officials and to obtain more reliable information upon which payments must be based.  The instructions also are clarified.  

· Table 2 (Federal Funds Received From Activities Associated With the Section 8002-Eligible Federal Property) (previously Table 1):   This table is shortened and instructions are added to the table for clarity.

· Table 3 (Assessed Value of Taxable Real Property in the Local Educational Agency by Type):  This is a new table, designed to obtain information that will assist the Impact Aid Program in verifying whether the tax assessment official’s valuation of the section 8002-eligible Federal property is reasonable.  

· Table 4 (Tax Levy Information) (previously on Table 2):  This table will be completed by the applicant school district, and requires the same tax levy information currently on Table 2.  

Section 8003 application (federally connected children)

Minor technical and editorial changes are made for clarity throughout the section 8003 application and instructions.  In addition, the following changes are made:

· Table 8 (Section 8007 Construction Program - Children Who Attend Schools Owned by the U.S. Department of Education ).  Table 8 is revised slightly to reflect a statutory change. 

· Table 9 (Section 8003(a)(4)(A)(i) - Military Installation Housing Units Under Renovation).  Table 9 is revised for simplicity to a single format for reporting data (rather than optional formats as used in the current application), and to obtain more detailed information about the housing to implement one of the new statutory amendments that limits the number of years that a school district may claim each child to a three-year period.  Changes also are made in this table to reflect a statutory amendment that allows school districts to claim under this authority housing undergoing rebuilding as well as housing under renovation.

· Table 11 (Section 8003(a)(4)(A)(ii) - Housing On Indian Lands Undergoing Renovation or Rebuilding) (new):  New Table 11 is added to obtain data under new statutory provision requiring the Department to classify children who are residing off Indian lands due to the renovation or rebuilding of their housing as children residing on Indian lands.  

· §222.83(b) and (c) (Data required to apply under section 8003(g) – Children with severe disabilities).  This data collection is removed because the statutory authority was not reauthorized.

2.
Purposes for which the information is used.
Section 8002 Application – New Table 3 (Assessed Value of Taxable Real Property in the Local Educational Agency by Type

The Department will use the information collected in this new table to verify whether the Federal property valuation submitted by the local tax assessing official is reasonable in light of how taxable property is assessed in the LEA.

Section 8003 Application - New Table 11 (Section 8003(a)(4)(A)(ii))  (Housing On Indian Lands Undergoing Renovation or Rebuilding)

The Department will use the information collected in this new table to classify children who are unable to occupy their housing units located on Indian lands due to renovation or rebuilding as children residing on Indian lands, in accordance with the new statutory authority in section 8003(a)(4)(A)(ii) of the ESEA.  The respondents to this collection of information are local educational agencies (LEAs) that claim children residing on Indian lands, and that have Indian housing undergoing renovation or rebuilding.   

3.
Use of information technology.
The Impact Aid Program currently is developing an electronic application that it anticipates will be available for use for fiscal year 2003 applications (due April 1, 2002).  The software will have built-in checks for completion of all necessary items and arithmetic checks for table subtotals and the application total.  This software will reduce the number of errors in applications submitted to ED and the burden on both LEAs and the program staff for follow-up and amendments and revisions to applications.    

4.
Efforts to identify duplication.
As indicated in past paperwork approval requests relating to these applications and related regulatory requirements, the information requested under these collections is not duplicated in any other data collection, is unique to this program and the particular applicants, and is intended to serve specific purposes mandated by the statute.

Table 3 (Section 8002 Application) (Assessed Value of Taxable Real Property in the Local Educational Agency by Type.)  The Impact Aid Program will use the information in new Table 3 of the Section 8002 application to verify whether the Federal property valuation information submitted by the local tax assessing official is reasonable in light of the assessments of taxable property in the jurisdiction.   This information is not duplicated in any other information collection, is unique to this program and the specific applicant, and is intended to allow the Impact Aid Program to determine whether specific information provided by a local official according to a statutory mandate is reasonable.

Table 11.  (Section 8003(a)(4)(A)(ii) - Housing On Indian Lands Undergoing Renovation or Rebuilding).  The Impact Aid Program will use the information in new Table 11 to implement the new provision in section 8003(a)(4)(A)(ii) of the ESEA requiring classification of children who have vacated housing undergoing renovation or rebuilding that is located on Indian lands as children residing on Indian lands. This information is not duplicated in any other information collection, is unique to this program and the specific applicant, and is intended to serve a purpose mandated by the statute.

5.
Collection of information involving small entities.  
The respondents are LEAs, local officials, and Federal officials.  Small businesses or other small entities are not significantly impacted by this collection of information.

6.
Consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection were conducted less frequently.
The statute requires applicants to apply for funds annually and authorizes the payment of funds based upon those annual applications.  Without the annual information, the Department would not be able to disburse these funds and would be out of compliance with the statute. In addition, construction applicants must comply with the annual expenditure requirement, which requires that section 8007 funds be expended for construction activities.  Without the information on Table l0, it would be difficult, time-consuming, and expensive for the Department to determine whether an applicant is in compliance with this requirement. 

7.
Special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5.
This application is consistent with all of the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5.

8.
Efforts to consult with persons outside the agency.
The Impact Aid Program regularly consults about these collections with the National Association for Federally Impacted Schools (NAFIS) members, which are applicants under sections 8002 and 8003 of the Impact Aid Program.  In addition, the facility information request is similar to the format used in both the General Accounting Office’s survey of the adequacy of school facilities and the National Center for Education (NCES’) Fast Response Survey on the quality of school facilities.  (Those surveys are one-time sample collections and do not collect sufficient data to report on the particular Impact Aid applicant that receive section 8007 funds.) 

9.
Payments or gifts to respondents.  
No gifts or payments will be made to respondents other than the funds awarded under the statute.

10.
Assurances of confidentiality.
There is no assurance of confidentiality provided to the respondents concerning these collections of information.

11.
Questions of a sensitive nature.

There are no questions of a sensitive nature in these collections of information.

12.
Cost estimates of the hour burden of the collection requirements. 

	Burden data estimates

	Collection
	
Number of 

 Respondents
	
Frequency



	
Number of Responses
	Average


Hours
	
Total

	Section 8002 application (Tables 1 – 4)
	250
	2.0
	500
	1.00
	500.00

	Basic section 8003 application (Tables 1 – 7) (1460 applications)  
	     530,900
	
1.997
	
1,060,207
	
.50
	
530,104

	Section 8003 application: §222.164 (State equalization: third-party disclosure)
	
3
	
125.000
	
375
	
.02
	
7.5

	Section 8003 application: §222.164 (State equalization: data submission)
	
3
	
1.000
	
3
	
45.25
	
135.75

	Section 8003 application: Table 8 (Construction formula program)
	
10
	
1.000
	
10
	
2.40
	
24

	Section 8003 application: Table 9 (Military installation housing renovation)
	        35

 
	1.000
	        35
	      3.00
	      105

	Section 8003 application: Table l0 (Fiscal Report on Expenditures of Section 8007 Funds (Construction)
	       140
	    1.000 


	       140
	     .25
	       35

	Section 8003 application: Table l1 (Housing on Indian Lands Undergoing Renovation or Rebuilding) (new)
	        50
	    1.000 


	        50
	     6.0
	300

	TOTAL 
	531,391
	

	
  1,061,320
	
.50
	
531,211


The annual number of responses for this collection totals 1,061,320, a decrease of 141,587 responses.  This decrease is due to a decrease in the number of section 8003 applications, the removal of statutory authority for payment for children with severe disabilities, a reduction in the number States applying for equalization, a reduction in the number of LEAs applying for construction formula funds, and a reduction in the number of applicants with military installation housing undergoing renovation or rebuilding.  The number of hours/response is .50, which results in a total of 531,211 annual burden hours.

Burden cost of collections:  At an average cost of $25 per hour, the cost per response is estimated to be:

-- 
Section 8002 application





$
25.00

--
Section 8003 basic application




$
12.50

--
Section 222.164 (third-party disclosure)



$
    .50

--
Section 222.164 (data submission)




$     1,131.25

--
Table 8 (Construction formula)




$
60.00

--
Table 9 (Military installation housing renov.)


$
75.00

--
Table 10 (Section 8007 (Construction)



$
  6.25

--
Table 11 (Housing on Indian Lands Undergoing Renovation
$        150.00











      ________









Total

$     1,460.50

13.
Cost burden to respondents or record keepers from the collection of information.
There are no start-up costs for this collection.

14.
Annualized cost to the Federal Government.


--Section 8002 applications and section 8003 basic applications:


      Section 8002 app. preparation: printing and mailing (250 

applications x $1.50)






$        375.00



     Section 8003 app. preparation: printing and mailing 



(1,460 applications x $2.50)





$     3,650.00


     Analysis: processing (5.25 hrs./app. x $32.09 hr. x 1710 apps.)

$ 288,087.98  



--Section 222.164 (third-party disclosure):





     00


--Section 222.164 (data submission review)







     (8 hrs/submission x $32.09/hr. x 3 States):



$       770.16


--Table 8 (Construction formula) (.5 hr/app. x $32.09/hr. x 10 apps):
$       160.45


--Table 9 (Military renovated housing):


     Analysis of responses (8 hrs/app. x $32.09 x 35)



$    8,985.20


--Table 10 (Section 8007 Construction):


     Analysis of responses (.2 hr/app x $32.09 x 140 apps.)


$       898.52


--Table 11 (Housing On Indian Lands Undergoing Rev.):


     Analysis of responses (16 hrs/app x $32.09 x 50 apps.)


$    2,567.20












      _______









TOTAL

$305,494.51

15.
Reasons for changes in burden.
The decrease in total burden hours reflects a decrease in the number of section 8003 applications filed annually, the removal of statutory authority for payment for children with severe disabilities, and a decrease in applicants under State equalization, school construction, and with military installation housing undergoing renovation or rebuilding.

16.
Publishing of the collection of information.
The information collected will not be published.

17.
Displaying the expiration date for OMB approval.
The expiration date will be displayed on the applications.

18.
Exceptions to the certification statement.
There are no exceptions to the certification statement.
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