From:
Axt, Kathy

Sent:
Wednesday, October 24, 2001 10:47 AM

To:
Rudolph, Kim

Subject:
#1852 Note to OMB

Importance:
High

-----Original Message-----

From:
Schagh, Catherine 

Sent:
Wednesday, October 24, 2001 10:40 AM

To:
Axt, Kathy

Cc:
Hall, Marilyn

Subject:
Request for paperwork clearance by January 25

Importance:
High


I am requesting that the clearance process for the revisions to the Impact Aid Program application packages be completed by January 25 (and earlier if possible).  This date will allow us to complete printing and mailing the packages by early February with a filing deadline of the end of March.  This will be a delay of two months from our usual schedule but will still allow us to perform our regular monitoring activities before the beginning of the next fiscal year without payment delays in FY 2003.  We will also be implementing e-applications for both sections 8002 and 8003 this year and those applications will be available by January.  The e-applications contain the same forms and tables as the paper applications.  


The changes we have made in the applications are both technical and cosmetic.  Both cover pages have been revised for a cleaner look.  We have reorganized some of the text and remove duplicative wording.  We have replaced one data item that we no longer use (applicant's fiscal year) with the PR/Award number, which is an identifier in EDCAPS that we will preprint on the applications.  


For the 8003 application, the other changes are related to the reauthorization last year and other technical amendments.  These have resulted in changes to Tables 8, 9, and 11.  The other tables have not been modified.  We have also tried to simplify and clarify the instructions as much as possible.


For the 8002 application, we have made significant changes in the tables.  Through a review of approximately 70 applications over the past six months (and still ongoing), we have realized that many of the applicants did not understand the previous application forms and were not completing them correctly.  We have worked closely with the districts in creating revised forms that are very explicit and specific.  We believe these will be easier for them to fill out and for us to review and will greatly diminish the submission of incomplete or incorrect data.  


Please let me know if you require any additional information to support this request.


Thanks.

Cathy

