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[Introduction]

Attn: 

Abt Associates Inc.

55 Wheeler Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

All information that would permit identification of the individual respondent will be held in strict confidence, will be used only by persons engaged in and for the purposes of the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to others for any purpose as required by law.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such a collection displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is XXXX-XXXX.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 45 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or suggestions for improving this form, please write to:  U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-8420.  If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to: Planning and Evaluation Service, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20202-8240.

Thank you for taking the time to answer this survey.  If you have any questions regarding this survey, please contact XXX at xxx-xxx-xxxx.

This section includes questions about your background and experience.

1.
Including this year, how long have you been teaching?



( 1
Number of years teaching:  _____
000/*


( 2
Number of years teaching in grades K-3:  _____
000/


( 3
Number of years teaching at this school:  _____
000/


( 4
Number of years teaching reading/language arts:  _____
000/
2.
What grades are you currently teaching?  (Check all that apply.)



( 1
Kindergarten
000/


( 2
First grade
000/


( 3
Second grade
000/


( 4
Third grade
000/


( 5
Fourth grade
000/


( 6
Fifth grade
000/


( 7
Sixth grade
000/


( 8
Other (Please specify)___________________________________________
000/
3.
Describe your certification and endorsement status.


a.
Certification status: (Please check one)


( 1
Certified
000/


( 2
Probationary (including those with temporary teaching certification)
000/


( 3
Emergency
000/


( 4
Other (Please specify):  ____________________
000/


b.
If certified, identify the area(s): (Check all that apply)


( 1
Elementary education
000/


( 2
Early childhood education
000/


( 3
Reading
000/


( 4
Special education
000/


( 5
Bilingual education
000/


( 6
Other (Please specify):  ____________________
000/


000/
4.
Identify any language(s) other than English in which you have oral, written, or reading proficiency:


Oral proficiency (able to speak with native speakers)

Written proficiency (able to write expository text)

Reading proficiency (able to read a newspaper)


Spanish (and Creole)
( 1
000/
( 2
000/
( 3
000/

Other (Please specify):    000-000/
________________________
( 1
000/
( 2
000/
( 3
000/

In answering the items on the remainder of the questionnaire, focus on the students to whom you teach reading/language arts, whether you teach reading to a self-contained classroom or to a group that is different from your homeroom.

5.
Describe the students to whom you teach reading/language arts by identifying their numbers and characteristics:


a.
What is the total number of students to whom you teach reading/language arts?




_____ number of students
000-000/

b.
How many of these students do you consider to be English Language Learners (ELLs), also referred to as Limited English Proficient (LEP) students?




_____ number of ELL students 
000-000/

c.
If you identified any students as ELLs, please identify the two most common home languages of these students:




First most common language (other than English) __________
000/



Second most common language (other than English) __________
000/

d.
How many of your reading students receive intervention services in reading in addition to classroom instruction?

_____ Number of students receiving interventions for struggling readers (including tutoring)
000/

_____ Number of students receiving special educational services in reading
000/

_____ Number of ELLs receiving bilingual reading instruction in their primary language
000/

_____ Number of ELLs receiving bilingual instruction in two languages
000/

e.
Describe the current reading level of your reading language arts students by identifying the number of children you teach in each grade level who are working at each instructional reading level.  (Please indicate NA where necessary.)


Instructional reading level of your

reading/language arts students

Actual grade level of students
On grade level
Above grade level
1 year below grade level
2 or more years below grade level

Kindergarten
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/


Grade 1
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/


Grade 2
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/

Grade 3
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/

Beyond grade 3
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/

Other (Please specify:)
_______________________________
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/
_________

000-000/


f.
Of the total number of students to whom you teach reading/language arts, on average, what percent attend each day?




_____ %
000-000/
Your Classroom Instruction in Reading

This section consists of questions about your reading instruction—including curriculum, assessment, materials, instructional grouping, and activities you use to teach reading.

6.
Which of the following instructional materials do you typically use to teach the dimensions of reading and language arts identified below?  (Please check up to 3 types of materials/resources for each dimension; check NA if you do not teach a specific dimension of reading listed below.)

Core curriculum books, materials, and resources used in the reading and language arts program

Dimensions of reading and language arts
NA
Workbooks and 
worksheets
Children’s literature
Decodable, leveled 
books
Reference materials magazines, newspapers
Teacher-made 
materials
Basal series
Student writing
Other (e.g., technology or internet, teacher-made materials, games)

a.  Phonemic awareness
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

b.  Phonics
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

c.  Word recognition strategies
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

d.  Oral reading fluency
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

e.  Vocabulary and background knowledge
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

f.  Comprehension strategies
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

g.  Motivation to read
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

h.  Spelling
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

i.  Writing/composition
( 1
000/
( 2
000
( 3
000/
( 4
000/
( 5
000/
( 6
000/
( 7
000/
( 8
000/
( 9
000/

7.
How frequently do students take home the following types of reading/language arts materials?



Never
Less than once a week
Once or twice a week
Three or more times a week
DK


a.
Books
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

b.
Reading packets, prepared by you
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

c.
Magazines
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

d.
Videos/audiotapes
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

e.
Song lyrics/poems
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

f.
Computer software/ computer programs for reading/language arts
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

g.
Reading lists
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

h.
Homework and projects
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

i.
Worksheets
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

j.
Decodable level books
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

k.
Other (Specify): ____________________
                               000-000/
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
( 8
000/

8.
What books, materials, or resources do you use with ELLs who are part of your reading and language arts class?  (Check all that apply.)

( 1
No ELL students in reading class
000/

( 2
ELL students use the same materials as other students
000/

( 3
Alternative basals, books, materials, and resources in English geared toward the instructional level of the ELL
000/

( 4
Basals, books, materials, and resources identified in Question 7, plus supplementary resources written in the ELL’s native language
000/

( 5
Basals, books, materials, and resources identified in Question 7, plus supplementary resources written in English especially for ELLs
000/

( 6
Only basals, books, materials, and resources written in the native language of the ELL
000/

9.
How much time do you devote to reading and language arts?


a.
Average total number of minutes per week you spend teaching reading/language arts:




_____ minutes
000-000/

b.
This school year (2001-2002), has the average number of minutes each week teaching reading/language arts increased, remained the same, or decreased from last year (2000-2001)?  (Please check one.)

( 1
Decreased


( 2
Remained the same
000/

( 3
Increased


Content Emphasis for Dimensions of Reading and Language Arts

Kindergarten

10.
During the past month, how often have students in this class engaged in the following dimensions of reading?  Please indicate frequency for each of the five dimensions marked by Roman numerals (e.g., I, II, III, IV and V) as well as for major elements of reading comprehension. Use a scale of 1 = not at all, 2 = less than once/week, 3= 1-2 times/week, 4 = 3 or more times/week. Within each of the five dimensions, check only those instructional activities you have asked your students to do during the past month.

Today’s date: __ __ / __ __ __ __ (month/year)










000/

Frequency
Instructional activities used


1
2
3
4



Not at all
Less than once/
week
1-2 times/
week
3 or more times/
week


I. Phonemic Awareness
(1
(2
(3
(4


a.
Participate in oral rhyming activities including rhyming word families (e.g. –at, pat, cat) 




(
000/

b.
Divide text into component sentences and sentences into component words 




(
000/

c.
Identify sounds heard at the beginning, middle, and end of a word




(
000/

d.
Sort words by beginning, medial, or final sounds




(
000/

e.
Delete the sounds heard at the beginning of a word to make a new word




(
000/

f.
Blend spoken sounds to form words using manipulatives (e.g., counters) 




(
000/

g.
Blend spoken sounds to form words using letters




(
000/

h.
Segment words into component sounds using manipulatives (e.g., counters) 




(
000/

i.
Segment words into component sounds using letters




(
000/

II. Phonics
(1
(2
(3
(4



a.
Identify upper case and lower case letters by name




(
000/

b.
Write manuscript upper case and lower case letters 




(
000/

c.
Identify consonant letter-sound correspondences 




(
000/

d.
Use knowledge of letter-sound correspondences to spell independently (e.g. sound or “invented” spelling)




(



Not at all
Less than once/
week
1-2 times/
week
3 or more times/
week


e.
Use conventional spelling to spell some common words including own first and last names and names of family




(
000/

f.
Write stories that include drawings and letters or words




(
000/

III. Oral Reading Fluency
(1
(2
(3
(4

000/

a.
Read kindergarten level words by sight including content words and high frequency words (e.g. a, the, I, my, use, is, are)




(
000/

b.
Reread familiar kindergarten level stories orally (e.g. using audiotape, peer pairs, choral, independently)




(
000/

c.
Read unfamiliar stories orally (e.g. using audiotape, peer pairs, choral, independently)




(
000/

IV. Vocabulary Development  
(1
(2
(3
(4



a.
Participate in group creation of language experience stories 




(
000/

b.
Participate in group discussions about life experiences




(
000/

c.
Use spoken language as part of play




(
000/

d.
Use written language as part of play




(
000/

e.
Learn the meaning of and use new words in own speech




(
000/

f.
Relate vocabulary and life experiences to ideas in books




(
000/

g.
Learn the meaning of and use new words and concepts from books




(
000/

h.
Use a picture dictionary to learn the meaning of new words in books




(
000/


Not at all
Less than once/week
1-2 times/week
3 or more times/week


V. Reading Comprehension Strategies
(1
(2
(3
(4



1.
Print awareness
(1
(2
(3
(4




a.
Distinguish print and pictures




(
000/


b.
Distinguish letters and words




(
000/


c.
Follow left-to-right and top-to-bottom when reading English text




(
000/


d.
Identify book parts and their purposes




(
000/

2.
Pre-reading
(1
(2
(3
(4




a.
Participate in pre-reading discussion to activate background knowledge and vocabulary




(
000/


b.
Make predictions about a book that will be read




(
000/

3.
During reading
(1
(2
(3
(4




a.
Follow along as teacher or aide reads aloud from Big Book (e.g. teacher points to words, child points to words)




(
000/


b.
Listen to the teacher or aide read aloud when the print cannot be seen




(
000/


c.
Listen to books that represent a wide variety of genre




(
000/


d.
Listen to books about a wide variety of themes




(
000/


e.
Read kindergarten level books independently including self-selected books




(
000/


f.
Make predictions about story events




(
000/


g.
Notice when sentences do not make sense




(
000/


g.
Answer questions about stories read aloud




(
000/


i.
Retell or dramatize stories 




(
000/


Not at all
Less than once/
week
1-2 times/
week
3 or more times/
week


4.
Post-reading
(1
(2
(3
(4




a.
Show familiarity with some book titles and authors




(
000/


b.
Participate in group projects and group learning activities related to books




(
000/


e.
Share stories and products related to books read with peers and others




(
000/

11.
Which of the following statements best characterizes the way you integrate strategies, content, and 
materials when teaching reading and language arts?  
11a: My teaching of reading and language arts emphasizes (check one):

(  
Explicit and systematic teaching of fundamental reading skills.
000/
(
Combining teaching of reading skills with frequent opportunities to read, discuss, and write creatively or respond to text.

(  
Coaching students on comprehension strategies and composition of authentic texts.

11b. The predominant instructional materials I use are (check one): 

· A single basal series that includes workbooks, children’s books and other materials.
000/
(  
Materials prescribed by my school’s comprehensive school reform model.  (Identify model:  _______________________________).

· A combination of elements from a basal series and other resources such as children’s literature, teacher-made materials, and computer software.

· A collection of children’s literature including decodable books, the work of well-known children’s authors, and a wide variety of literary genres.

11c. To make decisions about what to teach (check one):

· I to follow the script that is part of the teacher’s guide for daily lessons.
000/
· I follow the teacher’s guide recommendations for lessons as closely as possible, but I do not follow a script.

· I follow the teacher’s guide recommendations as closely as possible, and I incorporate many of the guide’s recommendations for extended learning activities.

· I refer to the skills and strategies identified in the teacher’s guide of a basal series, but I generally develop my own lesson plans for teaching reading based upon such sources as state standards and research-based early literacy competencies. 

· I generally develop my own lesson plans for teaching reading based upon such sources as state standards and research-based early literacy competencies.

· I generally develop my own lesson plans for teaching reading based upon my professional judgment.

12.
Please indicate how you use different types of assessment in your instruction. (Please use the following scale:  1 = not at all, 2 = use sometimes, 3 = use regularly; write “NA” if a particular dimension is not part of your reading and language arts instructional program.)



Types of assessments used for instruction (see below)


Dimensions of reading and language arts
Screening assessment
Diagnostic test
Class-room-based assess​ment
Student self-assess​ment
State or district assess​ment
NA

a.
Phonemic awareness
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

b.
Phonics
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

c.
Word recognition strategies
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

d.
Oral reading fluency
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

e.
Vocabulary and background knowledge
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

f.
Comprehension strategies
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

g.
Motivation to read
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

h.
Spelling
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

i.
Writing/composition
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
_____

000/
( 7
000/

Note:
Screening includes the use of sight-word reading tests or informal reading inventories. Diagnostic assessments include running records, miscue analyses, etc.  Classroom-based assessments include either teacher-made or commercial tests. State or district assessments include annual standards-based or achievement tests.

13.
In what ways do you modify your reading instruction for struggling readers?  (Check all that apply, and indicate which modifications are new this school year (2001-2002)).


Modification
Kindergarten students identified as needing intervention
New this year



Content:




a. 
Scale back curriculum content
( 1
( 2
000/

b. 
Focus on particular dimensions of reading and language arts (e.g., phonemic awareness or word recognition)
( 1
( 2
000/

c. 
Develop individualized curriculum content based in part on student interests
( 1
( 2
000/


Time:




d. 
Extra time devoted to reading/ language arts instruction
( 1
( 2
000/

e. 
Extra time to complete activities
( 1
( 2
000/


Materials/Books/Resources:




f. 
Use high-interest, low readability books
( 1
( 2
000/

g. 
Use adaptations of children’s literature
( 1
( 2
000/

h. 
Use decodable, leveled books
( 1
( 2
000/

i. 
Use different basals and workbooks to match student’s instructional level
( 1
( 2
000/

j. 
Use of computer-assisted instruction (CAI) to practice skills
( 1
( 2
000/

k. 
Use of audio books
( 1
( 2
000/

l. 
Use of adaptive technologies
( 1
( 2
000/


Grouping:




m. 
Homogeneous by instruction level
( 1
( 2
000/

n. 
Individualized instruction with classroom aide
( 1
( 2
000/

o. 
Individualized instruction with teacher
( 1
( 2
000/


Instructional strategies:




p. 
Use of teacher-directed, small groups for explicit, systematic instruction
( 1
( 2
000/

q. 
Pair struggling reader with peer who is on or above grade level
( 1
( 2
000/

r. 
Have struggling reader read and help a younger student whose instructional level is lower than that of the struggling reader
( 1
( 2
000/

s. 
Use of one-on-one conferences with teacher
( 1
( 2
000/

t. 
Use of coaching and scaffolding while student practices skills
( 1
( 2
000/


Integration of assessment and instruction:




u. 
Frequent diagnostic assessments of skill development by dimension of reading
( 1
( 2
000/

v. 
Base instruction only on skills for which student has shown readiness
( 1
( 2
000/

w. 
Use different types of assessments to match types of instruction
( 1
( 2
000/


Other modifications (Please specify):                           000-000/
__________________________
( 1
( 2
000/

14.
This school year, which three of the following have had the most impact on your reading and language arts classroom program?  (Check the three most influential items.)
( 1
a.
State standards
000/

( 2
b.
District standards
000/

( 3
c.
State curriculum framework or curriculum recommendations
000/

( 4
d.
District or school curriculum framework or recommendations
000/

( 5
e.
School’s reform model (e.g., Success for All)
000/

( 6
f.
Materials, books, and resources
000/

( 7
g.
Current reading research
000/

( 8
h.
Recommendations from the school or district reading coordinator
000/

( 9
i.
Recommendations from the school principal
000/

( 10
j.
Recommendations from other teachers
000/

( 11
k.
Formal coursework in reading
000/

( 12
l.
Professional development in reading
000/

( 13
m.
School-based assistance from reading experts (e.g., from state, district, or university experts)
000/

( 14
n.
Student assessment data
000/

( 15
o.
Communication with my students’ families about reading
000/

( 16
p.
Other (Specify):  _____________________________________________
000/

15.
This school year, which, if any, changes have you made in your instructional practice?  (Check all that apply.)
( 1
a.
I have not made any changes in my reading instruction.
000/

( 2
b.
I have spent more time on a particular dimension(s) of reading.
000/



If checked, identify dimension(s):  _____________________________

__________________________________________________________
000/

( 3
c.
I have used a different basal series to guide instruction.
000/

( 4
d.
I have used new or different assessments to make diagnoses.
000/

( 5
e.
I have grouped students differently for instruction.
000/



If checked, identify grouping change:  ___________________________
000/

( 6
f.
I have put more emphasis on explicit skill and strategy instruction.
000/

( 7
g.
I have put more emphasis on guided practice.
000/

( 8
h.
I have put more emphasis on independent reading.
000/

( 9
i.
I have involved parents differently in the reading program.
000/

( 10
j.
I have worked with a local family literacy provider to ensure that families of children in my class have the skills they need to help their children.
000/

( 11
j.
I have worked with school-based tutors to provide additional support for struggling readers.
000/

( 12
k.
I have worked with other school specialists (e.g., teachers of ELLs or students with special needs) to provide additional support for students in need of special interventions.
000/

( 13
l.
I have worked with community-based tutors to provide additional support for struggling readers.
000/

( 14
m.
I have provided additional kindergarten transition support for students in need of intervention prior to grade 1.
000/

( 15
n.
Other (Specify):  ____________________________________________
000/

15a.
If you indicated that at least some improvements in reading achievement have occurred this school year, how do you know that these improvements have occurred?  (Check all that apply.)
( 1
Diagnostic assessments show that a greater percentage of students are learning the skills and strategies that comprise our grade level curriculum for reading and language arts.
000/

( 2
Classroom performance assessments show that the quality of student work is improving.
000/

( 3
In class, students are demonstrating greater interest in reading books for pleasure.
000/

( 4
In class, students are demonstrating greater interest in reading and writing for information and understanding.
000/

( 5
Students’ improved reading achievement has resulted in improvements in content area subjects because students are better able to read and understand content subject matter and follow directions (e.g., science, social studies, math).
000/

( 6
Other (Specify):  _____________________________________________
000/

Professional Development and Knowledge in Reading

This section includes questions about the professional development opportunities you have had in reading, the topics you have covered, and your own knowledge of reading resources.

16.
In section A, identify which topics have been addressed in your school’s professional development program over the course of the current (2001-2002) school year, including the summer of 2001.  (Check all that apply.)  In section B, rate your confidence in your own knowledge of each topic area listed, regardless of whether your school’s professional development has covered these topics this year.  (Use a scale of 1 to 3, with 1 = not confident, 
2 = somewhat confident, 3 = confident.)
Topics
A
B



Topics addressed in professional development
Confidence of own knowledge




1
2
3


a. 
Psychology of reading (i.e., development of reading)
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

b. 
Structure of English
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

c. 
Alignment and use of content standards and reading research for curriculum planning
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

d. 
Alignment of state/district assessments with reading curriculum and instruction
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

e. 
Phonemic awareness
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

f.
Systematic phonics instruction
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

g. 
Word recognition strategies
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

h. 
Vocabulary and background knowledge
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

i. 
Oral reading fluency
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

j. 
Reading comprehension strategies
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

k. 
Building motivation
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

l. 
Spelling
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

m. 
Composition
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

n. 
Literacy-rich environment
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

o. 
Administering assessments and interpreting and using data
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

p.
Monitoring individual students’ progress through diagnostic assessments
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

q. 
Modifications of curriculum and instructional activities for struggling readers
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

r. 
Teaching reading to ELLs
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

s. 
Teaching reading to students with diagnosed learning disabilities
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

t. 
Scope of reading curriculum across grades
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

u. 
Working with tutors/professionals/volunteers
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

v. 
Other 1 (Please specify):

_______________________________________________
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

w. 
Other 2 (Please specify):

_______________________________________________
( 1
000/
(
(
(
000/

17.
Over the course of the current school year (including the summer of 2001), what features have been offered in your school’s professional development program in reading, and what have you participated in?  In the first column, indicate whether these were features of your school’s professional development program over the current school year. (Please check yes, no, or don’t know.)  In the second column, check off only those features of professional development offerings that you have participated in over the current school year through your school’s professional development program in reading.  (Check all that apply.)


( 1
I have not participated in any professional development activities in reading this year.  (Go to question 20)
000/ 



Features of P.D. program 
(Check one)

Features that I participated in
(Check all that apply)




Yes
No
Don’t Know




A.
Approaches to professional development this school year:







a.
One-time session by experts 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

b.
One-time session by school or district staff
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

c.
School-based follow-up to one-time session
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

d.
Ongoing series by experts 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

e.
Ongoing series by school or district staff
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

f.
School-based follow-up as part of ongoing series
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

g.
“Hands-on” interactive workshops involving active participation by teachers 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

h.
Mentoring by reading expert or peer coaching for support in implementing new strategies
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

i.
Peer study group, collegial circle for group study
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

j.
Observations of other teachers
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

k.
National, state, or district conference participation
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

l.
University course offered at my school (course for which one receives university credit)
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

m.
University course offered off site
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

n.
On-line course for academic credit or CEUs (e.g., district, state, university)
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

o.
Other (Specify):  ___________________________________________
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

B.
Reasons for your participation:







a.
Mandatory participation in activities or activities fulfills a job-related requirement
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

b.
Training on a staff development day or release time to attend training
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

c.
I wanted to improve my skills or knowledge in the topic
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

d.
Training at a convenient time
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

e.
Onsite training or training in a convenient location 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

f.
Transportation provided or reimbursed and per diem expenses paid
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

g.
Compensation for attendance outside of school hours 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

h.
Academic credit or CEUs 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

i.
Topic or activity was particularly important to me personally
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

j.
Opportunity for team work with colleagues from my school
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

k.
Opportunity for networking with others outside of my school
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

l.
Well known or reputable trainers/presenters or facilitators 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

m.
Participation brings job-related rewards or recognition (e.g., career advancement, salary increase) 
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

n.
Other (Specify):  __________________________________________
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
000/

18.
Reflecting on all professional development activities in which you have participated this school year (including summer 2001), please indicate the one that you found most useful in helping you to improve your teaching of reading.


18a.
Brief description or title:  ___________________________________________________
Topics (Use letters from question 16):  _____
000/



Type (Use letters from question 17A (Approaches section), e.g., A-a, one-time session):  _____
000/

000/

19.
Why was it useful?  (Check all that apply.)

( 1
Filled a gap in my knowledge or understanding of reading/language arts
000/

( 2
Expanded my repertoire of instructional strategies
000/

( 3
Provided me with new techniques for working with struggling readers
000/

( 4
Provided me with new techniques for working with ELL students
000/

( 5
Shifted my emphasis on content of instruction 
000/

( 6
Shifted my emphasis in instructional strategies 
000/

( 7
Introduced me to new materials and resources
000/

( 8
Provided me with direction on how to use assessment data to guide instruction
000/

( 9
Other (Specify):  ____________________________________________
000/

20.
Beyond professional development activities, have you received other types of assistance through your school’s reading program?  Which have been most useful to your own reading/language arts program?  (Check all that apply in the first column.  In the second column, identify up to three that were the most useful to you.)


Types of assistance received this year
(Check all that apply)

Types of assistance most useful to you in your reading/language arts program
(Check up to 3)


a.
Help in selecting instructional materials
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

b.
Help in using instructional materials
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

c.
Received instructional materials
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

d.
Advice from expert(s)
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

e.
Demonstrations in my classroom
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

f.
Help in interpreting assessment data
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

g.
Diagnostic help for specific students
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

h.
Help working with tutors
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

i.
Help working with family literacy providers
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

j.
Help working with paraprofessionals, volunteers, and other non-professionals who assist in the classroom
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

k.
Other (Specify):  __________________________
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

21.
What is your own familiarity with current reading research?  (Check all that apply.)
( 1
I have read Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children and/or the National Reading Panel report.
000/

( 2
I have heard about the findings of Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children and/or the National Reading Panel report
000/

( 3
I read regularly journals that provide information on reading research and effective strategies (e.g. The Reading Teacher, Elementary School Journal, Reading Research Quarterly, Language Arts)
000/

( 4
I have read Put Reading First.
000/

( 5
I participate in district- or school-based professional development during which reading research is presented or discussed
000/

( 6
I attend conferences at which reading research is presented or discussed (national, state, local)
000/

( 7
My school’s reading expert has shared research
000/

( 8
The district’s reading coordinator has shared research
000/

( 9
Other (Please specify:) ______________________________________
000/

22.
Who provides you with feedback about your teaching of reading?  (Check all that apply.)
( 1
Principal
000/

( 2
School reading specialist
000/

( 3
Peer coach
000/

( 4
Mentor teacher
000/

( 5
District reading and language arts coordinator
000/

( 6
Reading experts (e.g., university, state, or district professional development or technical assistance provider)
000/

( 7
Student performance in my class
000/

( 8
Other (Specify):  _____________________________________________
000/

Your School’s Learning Environment

This section consists of questions about your school and community, all focused on teaching reading.  The topics include school/district policy, resources/supports available at school and district levels, and leadership for your school’s reading program.

23.
Do established guidelines or procedures exist in your school or district that allow you to coordinate with other staff on topics related to reading instruction?   In the table below, identify the staff with whom you coordinate joint program planning for reading instruction.



Coordinate with the following:
(Check all that apply)





a.
Preschool staff
( 1

000/

b.
Staff at same grade level
( 1

000/

c.
Cross grade-level staff
( 1

000/

d.
Tutors
( 1

000/

e.
Special edu​cation staff
( 1

000/

f.
Reading specialist(s)
( 1

000/

g.
ESL staff
( 1

000/

h.
Bilingual program staff
( 1

000/

i.
Other  (Please specify:)
___________________
___________________
( 1

000/

24.
This school year, how often have you communicated with the parents/families of your students about the following topics?  (Check one response for each topic.)



Never
Once a month or less
Two to four times a month
More than once a week


a. 
Content of the reading/language arts program
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
763/

b. 
Students’ progress and achievement in reading/language arts
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
000/

c. 
Reading practice/activities students can do at home with parents
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
000/

d. 
Selecting appropriate books
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
000/

e. 
Supporting children’s oral reading with correction/feedback
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
000/

f. 
Community resources for reading
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
000/

g. 
Other (Please specify):          000-000/
___________________________
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
000/

h. 
Other (Please specify):          000-000/
___________________________
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 4
000/

25.
Who provides what types of support for reading/language arts in your classroom at least once a week?  


(
If no supports are available at least once a week, please check here and go to Question 26; 



otherwise, check all that apply.
000/


Reading specialists
Other specialists
Parapro​fessionals/aides
Parents/ other volunteers
Cross-age tutors
School libra​rian(s)

a. 
Provides students with skill practice
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/
( 5

000/
( 6

000/

b. 
Diagnosis of read​ing and language arts strengths and needs
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/
( 5

000/
( 6

000/

c. 
Reading aloud to children
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/
( 5

000/
( 6

000/

d. 
Computer-assisted instruction
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/
( 5

000/
( 6

000/

e. 
Writing activities including dictated stories
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/
( 5

000/
( 6

000/

f. 
Literature-based projects including helping children make books and library activities
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/
( 5

000/
( 6

000/

g. 
Supporting ELL students
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/
( 5

000/
( 6

000/

26.
Please identify how you and your students use the libraries that are available to you.  (Check all that apply.)

( 1
I take my students to the school library for instructional purposes.
000/

( 2
My students take home books from the school library.
000/

( 3
My students take home books from the classroom library.
000/

( 4
I coordinate with a local community library for students’ book-borrowing purposes.
000/

( 5
I take my students to the local community library and encourage them to use community library resources for school-related projects.  
000/

( 6
Reading packets and other reading materials besides books are available for students to check out and use at home.
000/

27.
If you have your own classroom library, please indicate which of the following statements characterize your classroom library.  (Check all that apply.)

( 1
The number of books in the collection is at least adequate.
000/

( 2
The number of picture books in the collection is at least adequate.
000/

( 3
The number of non-fiction books in the collection is at least adequate.
000/

( 4
There are multiple copies of some books for use in book study groups or to allow more than one student to read a particular book .
000/

( 5
The collection is current and up-to-date.
000/

( 6
The books are appropriate for use by students of varying instructional reading levels.
000/

( 7
The books are appropriate for use by students who are English Language Learners.
000/

( 8
The classroom library is part of a reading center that is a comfortable place for students to read.
000/

( 9
The condition of the books in the classroom library is at least adequate.
000/

( 10
A system is in place that allows books to rotate among classrooms throughout the year.
000/

( 11
Books are organized by reading level.
000/

( 12
None of the above.
000/

28.
Who provides the primary leadership for the reading program at your school?  (Check all that apply.)
( 1
Principal
000/

( 2
School reading specialist
000/

( 3
Reading experts (e.g. university, state, or district professional development or technical assistance providers)
000/

( 4
Mentor teacher
000/

( 5
Team of teachers
000/

( 6
Other specialists (e.g. teachers who work with English language learners or with students who receive special education services)
000/

( 7
District reading and language arts coordinator 
000/

( 8
District Title I coordinator
000/

( 9
Other (Specify):  _____________________________________________
000/

29.
What roles do your principal and school’s reading specialist (if there is one) play in the reading program?  (Check all that apply.)

(
Please check here if there is no school-based reading specialist.
000/


Principal’s roles

(Check all that apply)

School-based reading specialist’s roles

(Check all that apply)


a. 
Hires staff with appropriate expertise in reading
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

b. 
Implements standards-based reading program
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

c. 
Selects materials
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

d. 
Selects professional develop​ment topics and opportunities
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

e. 
Conducts whole school reading activities
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

f. 
Conducts demonstration lessons
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

g. 
Evaluates teachers
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

h. 
Administers state or district assessments
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

i. 
Assesses individual student progress
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

j. 
Interprets assessment results
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

k. 
Leads study groups
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

l. 
Groups and schedules students
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

m. .
Determines need for special reading interventions
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

n. 
Reviews teachers’ lesson plans and offers suggestions for improvements
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

o. 
Monitors reading program to ensure consistency
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

p. 
Other (Specify): __________________________
( 1
000/
( 2
000/

30.
How representative are the following statements of your school’s current reading program (in terms of curriculum content, approaches, expectations, and material)?


Not at all represen​tative
Some​what represen​tative
Represen​tative
DK


a. 
There is strong and clear leadership for the school’s reading program. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

b. 
Teachers support the direction of the school’s reading program. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

c. 
The reading program is closely coordinated across teachers at the same grade level. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

d. 
The reading program is closely coordinated across instructional staff in the primary grades. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

e. 
The reading program is closely coordinated across all grades in the school. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

f. 
There is flexibility at the classroom level in curricular emphasis. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

g. 
There is flexibility at the classroom level in choice of instructional materials. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

h. 
There is a core curriculum in reading that all teachers follow. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

i. 
There is a common set of assessments in reading that all teachers use. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

j. 
Our school is characterized by a high degree of collaboration among teachers in teaching reading. 
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

k. 
Our school communicates regularly with parents and families.
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

l. 
The reading program is closely coordinated with feeder programs designed to foster reading readiness.
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

m. .
Assessment definitely guides instruction.
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

n. 
Our school has a shared vision of the school’s reading program.
( 1
( 2
( 5
( 8
000/

Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions.  We appreciate your willingness to describe your reading program.  If you have any additional comments, please use the space below and on the inside back cover.

*After the survey is finalized, we will replace these column placeholders with valid column numbers.
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