OMB Number:  
ID: 1-8/

Expiration Date:
Batch: 9-10/

Scientifically Based Reading:  School and Classroom Implementation and Impact Study

Survey of District REA Coordinators



[Introduction]

Attn: 

Abt Associates Inc.

55 Wheeler Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

All information that would permit identification of the individual respondent will be held in strict confidence, will be used only by persons engaged in and for the purposes of the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to others for any purpose as required by law.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such a collection displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is XXXX-XXXX.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or suggestions for improving this form, please write to:  U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-8240.  If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to: Planning and Evaluation Service, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20202-8240.

Thank you for taking the time to answer this survey about your district.  If you have any questions regarding this survey, please contact XXX at xxx-xxx-xxxx.

Background Information About Your District

This section consists of questions about your district, including demographic characteristics and programmatic information about the Reading Excellence Grant.

1.
What proportion of your district’s elementary school students are English Language Learners (ELLs, sometimes referred to as “Limited English Proficient” or LEP students), both last year and in the current school year?



2000-2001:  _____%
000-000/*


2001-2002:  _____%
000-000/
2.
Other than English, what are the two most common languages of instructions for K-3 ELLs in reading in district schools? 



Language 1:  _______________
000/


Language 2:  _______________
000/
3.
Please indicate the percentage of students in the district at each grade level (K-3) who are exempted from state or district standardized tests.  (Circle “NA” in the bottom row if no students are tested in that grade because of district or state policy.)



K
1
2
3

a. 
2000-2001
_____%

000-000/
_____%

000-000/
_____%

000-000/
_____%

000-000/

b. 
2001-2002
_____%

000-000/
_____%

000-000/
_____%

000-000/
_____%

000-000/

c. 
Students not tested in this grade
( NA

000/
(  NA

000/
(  NA

000/
(  NA

000/

4.
Which of the following individuals is primarily responsible for:
· oversight and supervision of the Reading Excellence Act grants in the district? (Column A)

· overseeing the reading curriculum in district schools? (Column B)

· evaluating/assessing progress in your district schools’ reading programs? (Column C)


Please check one response for each column.



Column A
Column B
Column C



Person who is primarily responsible:
Oversight and Supervision
Overseeing Reading Curriculum
Evaluating/ Assessing Progress


a. 
School-based reading coordinator
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

b. 
Specialized teachers (teachers of ELLs, special education, reading specialists)
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

c. 
District REA coordinator (you)
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

d. 
Title I coordinator
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

e.
Other district administrator
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

f.
Principal/Assistant principal of school
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

g.
District Assessment Director
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

h.
Other (Please specify):                    000-000/
__________________________________
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

5.
Who is responsible for the following decisions?  (Check one response for each type of decision.)

Decisions about . . .
District
School
District and school jointly
Other (Please specify; e.g., state made the decision)


a. 
Selection of schools for the REA grants
( 1
( 2
( 3
______________
000/

b. 
Allocation of REA resources to school(s)
( 1
( 2
( 3
______________
000/

c. 
How schools can use REA funds
( 1
( 2
( 3
______________
000/

d.
Selection of professional development topics
( 1
( 2
( 3
______________
000/

e.
Selection of professional development providers
( 1
( 2
( 3
______________
000/


5a.

If there are multiple schools with REA grants in your district, are allocations to 




individual schools:  (Check one.)

( 1
The same for every school
000/

( 2
Different for each school, based on school size
000/

( 3
Different for each school, based on school economic status
000/

( 4
Different for each school, based on other criteria (Specify criteria): ______________________________________________________
000/


5b.
If there are multiple schools with REA grants in your district, are they all required to follow the same district requirements for operating REA programs?  (Check one.)

( 1
All schools are treated the same.
000/

( 2
Schools are treated differently based on performance.
000/

( 3
Schools are treated differently based on leadership within the school.
000/

( 4
Schools are treated differently based on school size.
000/

( 5
Schools are treated differently based on some other factor. (Specify):

_______________________________________________________
000/

Reading-Focused Services and Supports

This section consists of questions about the types of support and resources that are available to the schools with REA funding.

6.
For the current school year, 2001-2002, including summer 2001, what types of REA-funded technical assistance on reading instruction has the state provided to your district, has the district provided to district schools with REA funding, and have other sources (outside providers) provided to schools with REA funding in your district?  (Check all that apply.)



REA-funded state-provided technical assistance
REA-funded district-provided technical assistance
REA-funded technical assistance provided by other sources


a. 
Professional development activities/classes on teaching reading
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

b. 
Staff and resources for identifying and selecting appropriate materials
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

c. 
Access to expertise of reading researchers about research-based practices for teaching reading
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

d. 
Assistance in evaluation and assessment of changes this school year
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

e. 
Providing financial support for principals’ and teachers’ professional development
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

f. 
Providing technical assistance for planning and implementation
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

g. 
Providing technical assistance during the first year of implementation
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

7.
How much of your district’s REA award was retained at the district level for technical assistance to schools with REA funding?


$__________ total award for 2001-2002 school year
000-000/

$__________ retained by district for technical assistance in 2001-2002 school year
000-000/
8.
How many new professional and/or instructional staff positions have been generated through REA funding so far, including classroom teachers as well as school-based or district-based reading specialists?  (Enter 0 if no new positions were generated.)




__________ positions
000-000/
9.
What impact has each of the following factors had on your district’s implementation of scientifically based reading instruction?  (Please check the number that corresponds to the impact below.)



Nega​tive impact
No impact
Posi​tive impact
DK


a.
Allocation and amount of resources (i.e., sufficient for practices you believe schools should adopt)
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

b.
Physical capacity to put scientifically-based reading program in place (e.g., space for instruction, tutoring facilities)
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

c.
Time needed for successful implementation
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

d.
Policies about who can be hired within the district
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

e.
Numbers of existing staff (in district office and/or in district schools)
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

f.
Staff expertise in district schools
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

g.
Redeployment of teaching staff in district schools
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

h.
Amount of time allotted for teacher planning or professional development in district schools
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

i.
State testing requirements
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

j.
Policies about student promotion
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

k.
Communication or direction from state
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000

l.
School staff’s use of data to inform/modify instruction
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

m.
Other (Specify):  _______________

_____________________________
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

10.
How available are the following components of your district’s REA-funded reading program this school year (2001-2002, including the summer of 2001)?  Please indicate whether the components are available, operational, and new in the majority of your district’s REA-funded schools.



A

Available in district?
B

Operational in majority of REA schools?
C

New this year?



Yes
No
NA
DK
Yes
No
NA
DK
Yes
No
NA
DK

a.
Family literacy services
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/

b.
Processes to align curriculum with specific reading research
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/

c.
Tutoring interventions
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/

d.
Reading interventions targeting special populations
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/

e.
Community-based tutoring programs
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/

f.
School-based tutoring programs
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/

g.
Early childhood initiatives/programs related to reading readiness
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/
( 1
( 2
( 7
( 8
000/

11.
Does your district have established guidelines or procedures for coordinating reading instruction in the following areas?  (For each activity, please indicate whether guidelines or procedures are present and new this school year (2001-2002).



Are guidelines/ procedures present?

New this school year?



Guidelines or procedures for coordinating.
Yes
No
NA

Yes
No
DK


a.
Articulating the curriculum and reading instruction across grade levels
( 1
( 2
( 7
000/
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

b.
Reading instruction among leaders in district (principals, assistant principals, Title I coordinators)
( 1
( 2
( 7
000/
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

c.
Practices for addressing the needs of struggling readers in K-3, including diagnosis and referral procedures for determining eligibility for services
( 1
( 2
( 7
000/
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

d.
Reading instruction with “feeder” preschool programs
( 1
( 2
( 7
000/
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

e.
Reading instruction with tutoring programs
( 1
( 2
( 7
000/
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

f.
Reading instruction with ESL/bilingual programs
( 1
( 2
( 7
000/
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

g.
Professional development across such services as family literacy and tutoring
( 1
( 2
( 7
000/
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

Professional Development About Reading

This section includes questions about professional development provided to schools with REA grants, including topics, providers, needs, and assessments of reading-related professional development.

12.
During the past school year, including the summer of 2001, what content areas have been covered in reading-related professional development conducted by your district for the schools with REA grants?  (Check all that apply.)



Was it covered?




Yes
No
DK


a.
Review of research related to dimen​sions of reading (e.g., phonemic awareness, word recog​nition, fluency, vocabu​lary, comprehension, motiva​tion, spelling, composition).
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

b.
Establishing and main​taining literacy-rich school/class​room-based environments
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

c.
How to design and use diag​nostic scientifically-based reading assess​ments in your district’s schools
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

d.
Using your state/district curriculum frameworks and content standards in reading/ language arts
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

e.
How to review and select materials and other resources for reading
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

f.
Review of research related to specific strate​gies for modi​fying curriculum and instruc​tion for struggling readers
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

g.
Review of research related to specific strate​gies for modi​fying curriculum and instruc​tion for ELLs
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

h.
Review of research related to specific strate​gies for modi​fying curriculum and instruc​tion for students identi​fied for special educa​tion services
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

i.
Other (Specify):  ______________________________________                000-000/
_________________________________________________________________
( 1
( 2
( 8
000/

13.
Please indicate who has provided reading-related professional development for the schools with REA grants conducted by your district during the current school year, including the summer of 2001.  (Check all that apply.)
( 1
Teachers/instructional staff in your district
000/

( 2
Principals/administrative staff in your district
000/

( 3
District staff
000/

( 4
State staff
000/

( 5
School-based reading coaches
000/

( 6
External consultants hired just for districts/schools with REA grants
000/

( 7
University-based faculty members/researchers
000/

( 8
Educational publishing staff/consultants/model developers
000/

( 9
Other (Please specify):  _______________________________
000/

14.
How does your district assess the quality of reading-related professional development for K-3 teachers in schools with REA grants?  (Check all that apply.)
( 1
It is not assessed
000/

( 2
Formal feedback (e.g., through evaluation sheets)
000/

( 3
Informal discussions with key informants
000/

( 4
Targeted classroom observations
000/

( 5
Discussions at curriculum team and/or district meetings
000/

( 6
Grade level performance
000/

( 7
Use classroom-level performance data
000/

( 8
Other (Please specify): ________________________________________
000/

15.
Which of the following criteria does your district use to identify K-3 students with reading difficulties for tutoring or other reading interventions?  (Check one response for each criterion.)



Not used at all
Used sometimes
Used regularly
DK


a.
Achievement test scores in reading
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

b.
Diagnostic test scores in reading
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

c.
Documented classroom observations
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

d.
Teacher recommendations
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

e.
Other school staff  recommendations
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

f.
Requests from parents
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

g.
Other (Specify):  _______________

_____________________________
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

16.
Has the district conducted a needs assessment for its schools with REA grants about the following topics for professional development?  Has the district provided or sponsored professional development on topics identified through the needs assessment?



District has conducted needs assessment on

District has provided professional development on




Yes
No
DK

Yes
No
DK


a.
Knowledge of current reading research
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

b.
Use of assessment
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

c.
Modifications for struggling readers
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

d.
Phonemic awareness
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

e.
Phonics
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

f.
Oral reading fluency
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

g.
Vocabulary development
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

h.
Reading comprehension strategies
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/
( 4
( 5
( 6
000/

Your District’s K-3 Reading Program

This section asks about your district’s reading program; it includes questions about the district overall as well as questions about the schools with REA grants specifically.

17.
Is there a district-wide K-3 reading program in place?

( 1
Yes 
000/

( 2
No



17a.
If yes, is the reading program new this year?

( 1
Yes 
000/

( 2
No



Please identify the district-wide program(s) below.




____________________________________________________________
000-000/



____________________________________________________________




____________________________________________________________

18.
Please characterize the role of the district in setting common standards for reading/language arts in district schools.  (Check the one statement that best characterizes your district’s situation.)
( 1
The district monitors alignment to state-mandated standards in district schools
000/

( 2
The district provides information about state standards to schools, but schools are not required to align instruction to the standards
000/

( 3
The district has its own standards and monitors alignment to district standards in schools
000/

( 4
The district has its own standards and delivers information about them to schools, but schools are not required to align instruction to the district’s standards
000/


18a.
Is this different this school year?

( 1
Yes
000/

( 2
No


19.
What types of assessment does the district require for schools with REA grants above and beyond the reading assessments required by the state?  (Check all that apply for each grade level.)


K
1
2
3

a.
None is required
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/

b.
Standardized assessment(s)
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/

c.
Screening and diagnostic assessment(s)
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3
000/
( 4

000/

d.
Mastery/curriculum-embedded assessment(s)
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/

e.
Performance assessment(s)
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/

f.
Other (Please specify:) ______________________       000-000/
________________________________________________
( 1

000/
( 2

000/
( 3

000/
( 4

000/

20.
Does the district use results from any of the assessments listed above in the following areas (just for schools with REA funding) for:



Yes
No


a.
Assigning students to special interventions
( 1
( 2
000/

b.
Re-assigning teachers
( 1
( 2
000/

c.
Selecting new programs/materials
( 1
( 2
000/

d.
Identifying topics for professional development
( 1
( 2
000/

e.
Other (Please specify:) _________________________________          000-000/
( 1
( 2
000/

21.
Who decides whether schools with REA funding do the following for grades K-3?  (Please check only one per row.)



Who decides that schools




School
District
State


a.
Follow the same reading curriculum
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

b.
Use a specific basal series for English language instruction
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

c.
Use a specific basal series for ELLs
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

d.
Use specific supplementary materials for struggling readers
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

e.
Use specific supplementary or alternative materials for ELLs
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

f.
Allow teacher flexibility about reading curriculum and materials
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

22.
How influential are the following factors in the adoption of curricula, programs, and materials at the district level?



Not at all
Somewhat influential
Influential


a.
State or district content standards
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

b.
Current evidence-based reading research
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

c.
Curriculum materials and resources
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

d.
Assessment data
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

e.
Professional development
( 1
( 2
( 3
000/

23.
Does your district have established procedures for monitoring the effectiveness of reading support services for the following:



Yes
No


a.
Struggling readers in grades K-3 in district schools?
( 1
( 2
000/

b.
Students referred for special education services?
( 1
( 2
000/

c.
ELLs
( 1
( 2
000/

24.
How closely are state standards aligned with:



Not at all aligned
Partially aligned
Fully aligned
DK


a.
State assessments in reading?
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

b.
District assessments in reading?
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

c.
District standards in reading?
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

d.
Scientifically-based reading research?
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

25. Has the district conducted an alignment study to assess alignment of standards and assessments?

( 1
Yes
000/

( 2
No


25a. How closely are district standards aligned with:



Not at all aligned
Partially aligned
Fully aligned
DK


a.
District assessments in reading?
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

b.
Scientifically based reading research?
( 1
( 2
( 3
( 8
000/

26.
Please indicate who participated in the completion of this survey.  (Check all that apply.)



( 1
District REA coordinator
000/ 



( 2
Other (Please specify role in district):  __________________________

27.
Please complete the following information so that we can contact you should we need to clarify any of your responses.



_________________________________________________________
000-000/


Name



_________________________________________________________
000-000/


Phone number



_________________________________________________________
000-000/


email address

28.
If there is anything else that you would like to tell us, please do so.


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

Thank you very much for completing the survey.  If you have comments you would like to write about your school’s experiences with the REA, please write them below or on the back of this page.  Then, please return your survey in the enclosed, stamped envelope to:  Abt Associates Inc., 55 Wheeler Street, Cambridge, MA 02138, Attn:  REA Study

*After the survey is finalized, we will replace these column placeholders with valid column numbers.
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