






February 11, 2002

Dear Applicant:

We are pleased to announce that the Institutional Development and Undergraduate Education Service is accepting applications for grants to be awarded in Fiscal Year 2002 under the Minority Science and Engineering Improvement Program (MSEIP), authorized under Title III of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended.

Guidelines and forms for submitting applications are included in this booklet.  Information on the types of projects to be funded and the funding level of each type are given in the enclosed Notice Inviting Applications for New Awards for Fiscal Year 2002. Applications for new grants must be submitted electronically, mailed or hand-delivered by March 29, 2002. 

Applicants are advised to pay careful attention to the information on eligibility in Section 361 (20 U.S.C. 1067g) of the legislation and 34 CFR Part 637.4(b) of the regulations. Applicants are also advised to pay careful attention to the information in Section 353 (20 U.S.C. 1067c) of the legislation and 34 CFR Part 637.11 of the regulations on the kinds of projects that are supported under MSEIP.

All applicants for multi-year awards must provide detailed budget information for the total grant period requested.  The Department will negotiate, at the time of the initial award, the funding levels for each year of the grant award.  A budget form included in this package requests the information needed to implement this initiative.

An annual grant performance report will be used in place of a continuation application to determine progress, thereby relieving grantees of the burden to resubmit assurances, certifications, etc.  

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Kenneth Waters at 202/502-7587 or by e-mail: ken.waters@ed.gov, or Deborah Newkirk at 202/502-7591 or by e-mail: deborah.newkirk@ed.gov.

We appreciate your interest in and support of the Minority Science and Engineering Improvement Program.

Sincerely,

Wilbert Bryant

Deputy Assistant Secretary

 for Higher Education Programs

