Questions about the National Assessment of Educational Progress 2002 Field Test

Statistics and Methodology

1. The title also refers to the 2003 full-scale assessment of reading, math, and foreign language.  I saw nothing in this package at all related to this.  

2. How many students are in the 2002 field test?  On page 4 they say there will be 12,000 students in 150 schools (4,000 at each of 3 grade levels).  On page 11, they talk about 97,000 students.  On page 17, the discussion is for 9,000 students in 450 schools.

3. What is the 2002 operational assessment?  Was that approved separately?

4. There is information in section A15 that does not appear anywhere else that appears to be central to the design of this field test as well as the justification for this information collection.  It is not clear what the real scope or design of this information collection is.  

5. What is the design of this field test?  There is mention of “blocks” assembled in different booklets given to different subsamples of students.  Please provide a complete description of the purpose(s) and design of all aspects of the 2002 field test.  

6. What is the multistage design of the sample for the field test?  Please give a precise definition of PSUs, how they are selected, how many are selected.  How many schools are selected from each PSU, and how are they selected?  How are students selected within schools and how many are selected?  How many teachers and how are they selected?

7. What are the response rates from previous field tests of NAEP?  Are they as high as the full-scale administrations?  What is the expected response rate at each stage and the final response rate for students (taking into account all stages)? 

8. Will the data be weighted?  How?

9. What analyses will be done of the background items to “identify items that require revisions because of lack of clarity or precision and effective and ineffective question formats”?  Are different versions being tested?  What criteria will be used to evaluate the performance of these items?  

10. Why are the “old” race and ethnicity questions being administered to 3 out of the 4 sessions and only 1 session given the race and ethnicity questions that conform with the new standards?  

Supporting Statement

1. Refer to p. 11: What is the total burden time for all of these?

2. Refer to p. 7: What do you mean by the statement “…the ETS research staff will use field test data to refine analyses in a way that will lead to a further reduction in burden.”? 

3. Refer to p. 12: What are assessment administrations? (bullet #3)

4. Refer to p. 12: What do you mean by “Students will not take every question in a particular subject area”? Consider rewording.

5. Refer to p. 12, question 13: The costs to respondents should also include the cost to the schools in that teachers who could otherwise be working on lesson plans, school activities, etc. are instead filling out the surveys. Please clarify this point.

6. Refer to p. 12, question 14: Please explicitly describe your cost estimates, by line item.

7. Refer to p. 13, question 15: Please clarify the discrepancies in burden hours. Specifically, examine the ratios of number of responses to burden hours for both the 2000 v. 2002 field tests.

8. Please explain what the data shows in Exhibit One. Specifically, what does “number of blocks” represent?

9. Refer to p. 18: Why is there a difference in teacher response rates to the provision of specific background information v. class-period specific information? How will you deal with this in the upcoming field test?

10. Refer to p. 19: Why is it significant to point out that all the booklets are spiraled?

Background Questions Section

1. Refer to p. 10: What sort of data will you be collecting within each of the three constructs?

2. Refer to p. 11: How will you gather data regarding policies affecting curriculum, instruction, teacher preparation, etc? How will you analyze this data and incorporate it in your findings?

3. Refer to p. 14: What do “feelings of efficacy in teaching” mean in the section “Attitudes/Expectataions”?

4. Refer to p. 14: What does “integration of multiple roles” mean in the section “Attitudes/Expectataions”?

5. Refer to p. 19: Given the fact that research is unclear as to the benefits/detriments of extracurriculars across the board on student achievement, how will you interpret this data?

6. Refer to p. 19-20: Why are 4th graders not asked about social connectedness in regards to computer use? 

7. Refer to p. 20: Is there any literature on the relationship between student employment and achievement?

8. Refer to p. 23-24: The statement that reads “This particular subitem does not appear on the 4th and 8th grade surveys….” should instead read “8th and 12th grade surveys”.

9. Refer to p. 24, 2nd full paragraph: Change “ad” to “and”

Survey

1. What is the difference between an after school program and an after school activity?

2. In the section regarding 4th grade student family involvement, it seems that there would be kids who do not have any family help not because the family is not involved but because they do not need the help. How will you interpret this data?

3. Why is there no grade 12 teacher family involvement teacher questionnaire?

