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 Subpart A‑‑General

 Sec. 378.1 What is the Projects for Initiating Recreational Programs for Individuals with Disabilities program? 

This program is designed to initiate programs to provide individuals with disabilities with recreational activities and related experiences that can be expected to aid in their employment, mobility, socialization, independence, and community integration. To the maximum extent possible, these programs and activities are to be provided in settings with peers who are not individuals with disabilities. 

(Authority: Sec. 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(f)) 

 Sec. 378.2 Who is eligible for an award? 

States and other public agencies and private nonprofit organizations are eligible to receive a grant under this program. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(e) and 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(f)) 

 Sec. 378.3 What are the application requirements? 

Each grant application must include‑‑ 

(a) A description of‑‑ 

 (1) The manner in which the findings and results of the project will be disseminated to the interested public, especially to State and private rehabilitation agencies and organizations, to university‑based leisure and recreation programs, to community recreation providers, and to related professional associations. The methods of dissemination may include, but are not limited to, videos, presentations, manuals, and newsletters; 

 (2) If applicable, the extent to which any service program for which the applicant has received funding previously under this part has been continued or will be continued after Federal funding ends;

 (3) The means by which the service program proposed in the application will be continued after Federal funding ends; and (4) The manner in which the applicant will address the needs of individuals with disabilities from minority backgrounds. (b) An assurance that each project, to the greatest extent possible, will use existing resources and facilities to carry out the recreational activities provided by the project.

 (Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1820‑ 0018.)

 (Authority: Secs. 21(b)(6) and 316(a)(4) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 718b and 777(f)) [58 FR 35764, July 1, 1993, as amended at 59 FR 8340, Feb. 18, 1994] 

 Sec. 378.4 What regulations apply? 

The following regulations apply to the Projects for Initiating Recreational Programs for Individuals with Disabilities program: 

 (a) The Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) as follows:

 (1) 34 CFR part 74 (Administration of Grants to Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, and Nonprofit Organizations).

 (2) 34 CFR part 75 (Direct Grant Programs).

 (3) 34 CFR part 77 (Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations).

 (4) 34 CFR part 79 (Intergovernmental Review of Department of Education Programs and Activities).

 (5) 34 CFR part 80 (Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments).

 (6) 34 CFR part 81 (General Education Provisions Act‑‑Enforcement).

 (7) 34 CFR part 82 (New Restrictions on Lobbying).

 (8) 34 CFR part 85 (Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement) and Governmentwide Requirements for Drug‑Free Workplace (Grants)).

 (9) 34 CFR part 86 (Drug‑Free Schools and Campuses).

 (b) The regulations in this part 378.

 (c) The regulations in 34 CFR part 369.

 (Authority: Sec. 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(f)) 

 Sec. 378.5 What definitions apply?

The definitions in 34 CFR Part 369 apply to this program. 

(Authority: Sec 12(c) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(c)) 

 Sec. 378.6 What types of projects may the Secretary fund?

 (a) This program supports projects that initiate programs of recreational services and related experiences for individuals with disabilities.

 (b) Activities carried out under this program may include, but are not limited to, arts, music, handicrafts, homemaking, camping, dance, 4‑H activities, scouting, physical education and sports, vocational skills development, leisure education, leisure networking, leisure resource development, and related recreational activities designed‑‑

 (1) To aid in employment; and

 (2) To maximize mobility, socialization, independence and community integration.

 (Authority: Sec. 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 777(f)) 

 Subpart B‑‑How Does the Secretary Make an Award?

 Sec. 378.20 What selection criteria does the Secretary use?

 (a) Impact of the project (20 points).

 (1) The Secretary reviews each application to determine the extent to which the proposed project provides individuals with disabilities with recreational activities and related experiences that will enhance their employment, mobility, socialization, independence, and community integration skills.

 (2) The Secretary looks for information that shows‑‑

 (i) The number of individuals with disabilities expected to be served;

 (ii) The types of individuals with disabilities expected to be served;

 (iii) The types of recreational activities expected to be available; and

 (iv) How the proposed recreational activities and related experiences will improve the employment, mobility, socialization, independence, and community integration skills of the individuals with disabilities to be served.

 (b) Plan of operation (25 points).

 The Secretary reviews each application to determine the quality of the plan of operation for the project, including‑‑

 (1) The quality of the design of the project;

 (2) The extent to which the project includes specific intended outcomes that‑‑

 (i) Will accomplish the purposes of the program to initiate programs to provide individuals with disabilities with recreational activities and related experiences that can be expected to aid in their employment, mobility, socialization, independence, and community integration;

 (ii) Are attainable within the project period given the project's budget and other resources;

 (iii) Are objective and measurable for purposes of evaluation; and

 (iv) Include specific objectives to be met during each budget period that can be used to determine the progress of the project toward meeting its intended outcomes;

 (3) The extent to which the plan of management is effective and ensures proper and efficient administration of the project;

 (4) The quality of the applicant's plan to use its resources and personnel to achieve each objective and intended outcome during the period of Federal funding;

 (5) The extent to which the applicant's plan identifies the numbers of eligible clients by type of disability and the numbers of clients with severe disabilities available to participate in the project;

 (6) The extent to which the applicant plans to conduct outreach activities to recruit participants;

 (7) The extent to which the applicant's plan ensures that individuals who are otherwise eligible to participate are selected without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disabling condition; and,

 (8) The extent to which project activities are provided in settings with peers who are not individuals with disabilities. 

 (c) Quality of key personnel (10 points). 

The Secretary reviews each application to determine the quality of the key personnel proposed for the project, including‑‑

 (1) The relevant experience and training of the project director;

 (2) The relevant experience and training of each of the other key personnel to be used on the project;

 (3) The amount of time that each key person will commit to the project; and

 (4) The extent to which the applicant, as part of its nondiscriminatory employment practices, encourages applications for employment from persons who are members of groups that have been traditionally underrepresented, such as‑‑

 (i) Persons with disabilities;

 (ii) The elderly;

 (iii) Women; and

 (iv) Members of racial or ethnic minority groups.

 (d) Budget and cost effectiveness (10 points).

 The Secretary reviews each application to determine whether‑‑ 

 (1) The budget for the project is adequate to support the project activities and the Federal matching requirements;

 (2) Costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives of the project; and

 (3) The application contains sufficient information on how the project will meet its matching requirement and increase its share of project costs during the project period, including an identification of the sources and amounts of matching funds.

 (e) Evaluation plan (10 points).

The Secretary reviews each application to determine the quality of the evaluation plan for the project, including the extent to which the applicant's methods of evaluation‑‑

 (1) Are appropriate for the project;

 (2) Will determine how successful the project is in meeting its intended outcomes; and

 (3) Are objective and produce data that are quantifiable.

 (f) Adequacy of resources (5 points).

The Secretary reviews each application for information to determine that the applicant plans to devote adequate resources to the project, including‑‑

 (1) The facilities that the applicant plans to use;

 (2) The equipment and supplies that the applicant plans to use; and

 (3) The recordkeeping capabilities of the applicant for financial and evaluation purposes.

 (g) Plan for dissemination of findings and results of the project (10 points).

The Secretary reviews each application to determine the quality of its plan to disseminate the findings and results of the project to the interested public to facilitate replication in other locations.

 (h) Plan for sustaining the program after the project period (10 points). 

The Secretary reviews each application to determine the quality of its plan to sustain the project after the termination of Federal grant support.

 (Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1820‑ 0018.) (Authority: Secs. 12(c), 306(h), and 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(f)) 

 Subpart C‑‑What Conditions Must Be Met After an Award?

 Sec. 378.30 What is the duration of grants? 

Grants under this program shall be for a maximum period of three years unless renewed in accordance with the criteria in section 316(a)(2) of the Act. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(f)) 

 Sec. 378.31 What are the matching requirements? 

The Federal share of the costs of activities under this program is 100 percent for the first year of the grant, 75 percent for the second year, and 50 percent for the third year. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(f)) 

 Sec. 378.32 What are the additional requirements for grantees? 

 (a) Recreational projects funded under this program must maintain, at a minimum, the same level of services over a three‑year project period.

 (b) Each grantee under this program shall prepare and submit annually to the Secretary a report on the results of its grant activities, including any other information the Secretary may require, as part of its application for continuation assistance.  

 (c) Each grantee shall advise applicants for and recipients of services under its project or, as appropriate, the parents, family members, guardians, advocates, or authorized representatives of these individuals, of the availability and purposes of the State Client Assistance Program, including information on seeking assistance from that program.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 1820‑ 0018.) 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 316 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 777(f))  

