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 Subpart A‑‑General

 Sec. 372.1 What is the Comprehensive Rehabilitation Center Program? 

This program is designed to establish or operate comprehensive rehabilitation centers which serve primarily as centers for the development, delivery, and coordination of vocational rehabilitation services and other services needed by persons with handicaps in the community. 

(Authority: Sec. 305(a) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 775(a)) [46 FR 5425, Jan. 19, 1981, as amended at 53 FR 17144, May 13, 1988]

 Sec. 372.2 Who is eligible for assistance under this program? 

(a) Applications may be made by State vocational rehabilitation units. 

(b) A State vocational rehabilitation unit that has been awarded a grant under this program may award a subgrant to a unit of general purpose local government or to any other public or nonprofit private agency or organization or enter into a contract with agencies or organizations in the community. 

(Authority: Secs. 305(a), (c) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 775(a), (c)) [46 FR 5425, Jan. 19, 1981, as amended at 53 FR 17144, May 13, 1988]

 Sec. 372.3 What regulations apply to this program? 

The following regulations apply to this program‑‑ 

(a) 34 CFR Part 369. 

(b) The regulations in this Part 372. 

(Authority: Sec. 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 775)

 Sec. 372.4 What definitions apply to this program? 

(a) The definitions in 34 CFR Part 369 apply to this program. 

(b) The following definitions also apply specifically to this program‑‑ 

(1) "Comprehensive rehabilitation center" means a facility or group of facilities that serves as a focal point within a community for the development and delivery of services for persons with handicaps and other persons. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 775) 

(2) "Person with handicaps" means an individual of any age who has a physical or mental disability. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 775) [46 FR 5425, Jan. 19, 1981, as amended at 53 FR 17144, May 13, 1988]

 Subpart B‑‑What Kinds of Activities Does the Department of Education Assist Under This Program?

 Sec. 372.10 What types of projects are authorized under this program? 

A comprehensive rehabilitation center established or operated under this program may function as a community information and referral resources center for persons with handicaps and for other public and other nonprofit agencies in the community which serve persons with handicaps. A comprehensive rehabilitation center may, in addition, directly provide a broad range of vocational rehabilitation, health, educational, social, and recreational services to persons with handicaps. 

(Authority: Sec. 305(a) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 775) [46 FR 5425, Jan. 19, 1981, as amended at 53 FR 17144, May 13, 1988]

 Subpart C‑‑How Does One Apply for a Grant?

 Sec. 372.20 What are the special application requirements for this program? 

The need for the establishment of a comprehensive rehabilitation center must be identified by the State unit in the State planning for rehabilitation facilities required under 34 CFR Part 361 before an application may be submitted under this program. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c), 101(a)(15) and 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c), 721(a)(15) and 775)

 Subpart D‑‑How Does the Secretary Make a Grant?

 Sec. 372.30 What selection criteria does the Secretary use? 

(a) Plan of operation (35 Points). 

The Secretary reviews each application on the basis of the criterion in Sec. 369.31(a). 

(b) Quality of key personnel (10 Points). 

The Secretary reviews each application on the basis of the criterion in Sec. 369.31(b). 

(c) Budget and cost effectiveness (15 Points). 

The Secretary reviews each application on the basis of the criterion in Sec. 369.31(c). 

(d) Evaluation plan (5 Points). 

The Secretary reviews each application on the basis of the criterion in Sec. 369.31(d). 

(e) Adequacy of resources (10 Points). 

The Secretary reviews each application on the basis of the criterion in Sec. 369.31(e). 

(f) Evidence of need (25 Points). 

(1) The Secretary reviews each application for information that shows that the need for the comprehensive rehabilitation center has been adequately justified. 

(2) The Secretary looks for information that shows that the need for the comprehensive rehabilitation center has been established in terms of services already available in the community and includes an assessment of community information, referral and service delivery needs not being adequately met. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 775)

 Sec. 372.32 Is there a priority for the use of existing facilities? 

The Secretary gives priority in awarding grants for establishing or operating comprehensive rehabilitation centers at facilities which are already in operation. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 775).

 Subpart E‑‑What Conditions Must Be Met by a Grantee?

 Sec. 372.40 What are the matching requirements? 

(a) The Federal share of any grant awarded to a designated State unit may not be more than 80 percent of the total costs of the project. 

(b) No subgrant or contract awarded by a State unit to a general purpose local government unit, a public or other nonprofit agency or organization, or other agencies or organizations may pay more than 80 percent of the total cost of establishing or operating a comprehensive rehabilitation center under this program. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 775)

 Sec. 372.41 What are allowable costs? 

In addition to these allowable costs established in EDGAR Secs. 75.530‑ 75.534, the following items are allowable costs under this program‑‑ 

(a) Salaries of additional professional and technical personnel required to operate a comprehensive rehabilitation center; 

(b) Acquisition of equipment necessary for operating a center; 

(c) Expansion, remodeling or alteration of an existing building when necessary to adapt it or increase its effectiveness for use as a comprehensive rehabilitation center; 

(d) Leasing of a facility to serve as a comprehensive rehabilitation center; and 

(e) Works of art in an amount not to exceed one percent of the total cost of the project when the expansion, remodeling or alteration of an existing building is involved. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c), 305, and 306 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c), 775, and 776)

 Sec. 372.42 How are services to be administered under this program? 

(a) Services may be provided within the comprehensive rehabilitation center directly by the agency or organization or the group of agencies or organizations which is operating the center or they may be provided by other agencies or organizations using either their own facilities or the facilities of the center; 

(b) The facilities of the center are expected to be made available for recreational activities for persons with handicaps; 

(c) To the maximum extent possible, the center must provide upon request to other public and other nonprofit agencies, organizations, facilities and other entities in the community information services and technical assistance necessary to assist them in complying with the requirements of this Act, with special reference to the requirements under section 504 of the Act. Technical assistance includes both the maintenance of rosters of special support personnel available within the community such as interpreters for the deaf, readers for the blind, attendants, legal aid and advocacy personnel, and the coordination of referrals of these personnel; 

(d) Any center established or operated under this program must be located in close proximity to the majority of the persons with handicaps in the community to be served; and 

(e) Information and referral services provided by a center must be fully coordinated with information and referral services provided by the State unit under the State plan for vocational rehabilitation services under 34 CFR Part 361 or by any other public or other nonprofit agency or organization in the community. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c) and 305 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c) and 775) [46 FR 5425, Jan. 19, 1981, as amended at 53 FR 17144, May 13, 1988]

 Sec. 372.43 What special conditions apply under this program to projects that involve construction? 

New facilities are established through the expansion, remodeling, or alteration of an existing building only after it has been fully demonstrated that there are no existing facilities in the community with the potential for developing and delivering adequate services under this program. If the expansion, remodeling, or alteration of an existing building is involved, each facility must comply with the requirements specified under Part 369, and with any other requirements of the Department in effect concerning Federally assisted building design and construction activities. 

(Authority: Secs. 12(c), 305, and 306 of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 711(c), 775, and 776) 

