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May X, 2003

[Address]

Dear State Title I Director:

In November 2001 we notified you of the evaluation of Title I Accountability Systems and School Improvement Efforts (TASSIE) sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education.  The TASSIE evaluation is part of the congressionally mandated National Assessment of Title I, and the findings from this evaluation will play a key role in helping policy-makers understand the implementation and impact of the accountability provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  

Data collection is taking place over the course of three school years--2001-02, 2002-03, and 2003-04.  Data collection has involved: (1) surveys in a nationally representative sample of 1,300 school districts and a sample of 740 Title I schools identified as being in need of improvement from within those districts; (2) case studies of a sample of 20 schools; and (3) gathering of student achievement data from 300 schools.  Beginning in spring 2003 we are adding a state-level data collection effort.  To minimize the burden on state staff, data collection activities will obtain as much information as possible from secondary sources (e.g., accountability workbooks, consolidated state applications) and coordinate with the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and their annual surveys on state accountability and assessment issues.  Interviews with state-level staff will only involve topics for which there is no current information available (e.g., supplemental services) and where current information is unclear or incomplete.

SRI International,  in collaboration with Policy Studies Associates and the Consortium for Policy Research in Education, has been contracted to conduct evaluation activities.  OMB clearance has been provided for all data collection activities, including the state data collection (OMB No. 1875-0223).

I request your continued support of this evaluation.  The Secretary of Education is required to evaluate the Title I program, and grantees are required by law to cooperate with federal evaluations under the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR Section 76.591).

Please feel free to contact the director of the TASSIE study team, Christine Padilla of SRI International, by phone (650-859-3908) or e-mail (christine.padilla@sri.com) or Collette Roney, the U.S. Department of Education project officer (202-401-5245) if you have any questions or concerns.  You also may obtain more information about the study by visiting the project Web site at http://www.TASSIEonline.org.  We truly appreciate your time, consideration, and effort.

Sincerely,

David Goodwin, Ph.D.

Director, Division of Program and Analytic Studies

Policy and Program Studies Service

