CHANGES TO ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORTING FORM FOR ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY STATE GRANT PROGRAM – #2

Following are the changes made on Paperwork 1820-0572: Annual Progress Reporting Form for the Assistive Technology Program in response to OMB’s Second Passback:

· NIDRR will provide OMB a timeline for submitting an annual report to Congress no later than one week after OMB approves the packet.

· NIDRR will leave this paragraph as is.  State specific information may be used by NIDRR as illustrations of particular activities implemented by the State AT programs, but we have not yet made that determination (#1).

· NIDRR will make the changes suggested by OMB for comments #2, #3, #6, #10, #11, #14, #16 (1.P.2), #19, #20(a), #21, #22, and #23.

· For individuals using a screen reader, the reader should tell the user that specific underlined text is a web link rather than text that is underlined.  We can add this information to the instructions if OMB believes it necessary.  However, people with visual impairments using this type of assistive technology are aware of this function.

The blue/purple color change is the standard in web development to indicate whether a site/link has been visited.  As mentioned in the supporting statement for this clearance package, this web form meets and exceeds the Section 508 requirements for information and electronic technology by adhering to all relevant ‘checkpoints’ of the three priority levels established by the W3C.  Neither 508 guidelines nor the W3C addresses the issue of link color changes, rather, they suggest limiting the number of visual cues as we have done (#4).

·  The web form does not have a space between the “Training” definition and the note for this definition – there is only a space on the printed version (#5).

· For individuals using a screen reader, the reader should tell the user that specific underlined text is a web link rather than text that is underlined (#7).

· NIDRR did not include a separate General Information section because it would appear to be redundant (#8).

· Yes, the grantees will know what types of activities ensure access – they do not need examples (#9).

· One of the required activities in the AT Act is that the states have a public awareness program that shall have an electronic link to the National Public Internet Site (www.assistivetech.net) (#12). 

· The explanation for ‘MD’ has always been in the form as part of the instructions on the ‘Purpose of the Form’ page, under the subheading ‘Entering Numbers’, bullet number 2 (#13).

· We ask question 1.0.4 in Section 6 for two reasons: (1) grantees are instructed to keep a copy of the report they submit because it is easier for them to have this information in a final (paper) document than for them to make the calculation after the fact; and (2) it facilitates the creation of the data summary tables (#15).

· We ask question 1.Q.4 in Section 6 for two reasons: (1) grantees are instructed to keep a copy of the report they submit because it is easier for them to have this information in a final (paper) document than for them to make the calculation after the fact; and (2) it facilitates the creation of the data summary tables (#17).

· ‘Securing an authorization’ has been added to Section 7, Question 5.  The last sentence of the instructions for this Section, Question 1, has been revised to the following:  For each legislative and/or policy change reported, you must answer additional questions. (Question 5 appears only for legislative changes.  For this question you will report each part of a complex legislative change as a separate outcome – for example, an authorization and an appropriation’ (#18).

· NIDRR has capitalized “P”, added a period and put it inside the parenthesis to make a complete sentence, as per Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style.  (#20(b)).

· The instructions for question 4, Section 9 have been revised to read: ‘If your project can report data in some, but not all, of the participant categories (a-f), enter ‘MD’ for the categories for which you do not currently have information (#20(c)).

