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 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

               National Center for Education Statistics
January 17, 2002


MEMORANDUM


To:  

Karen Lee

Through:  
Edith McArthur

From:

Chris Chapman


Subject: 
Response to clarification questions from OMB for the National Households 

Education  Surveys Program of 2003: (#1850-0768)


9.  The race questions in the instrument do not meet OMB guidelines; please change them to conform to the standards.  

The weighting procedures for the NHES surveys (described in section B.1.6 of the Justification Statement) require adjustment to national totals from the Bureau of the Census Current Population Survey (CPS).  For the NHES:2003 surveys, CPS data sets from calendar year 2002 will be used.  The NHES instruments include questions on race and Hispanic origin that are needed to match appropriately to those CPS data.  The CPS will not implement the new race and ethnicity items until after the NHES:2003 weights have been derived.  For this reason, we request approval to utilize the existing questions to support the weighting procedures.

Based on recent discussions with Census Bureau staff, the CPS race and Hispanic origin questions will remain the same until the January 2003 collection.  In January 2003, the Census Bureau will both implement the new race and Hispanic origin questions, and also provide weights that allow bridge studies with CPS files before 2003.  The March 2003 collection will not be available in time to be used in the weighting process for the 2003 NHES data files.  

14.  What, if any, other languages is the CATI offered in besides English and Spanish? How will Westat/ED deal with individuals who do not speak those languages? 

The NHES interviews will be conducted in English and Spanish and in no other languages. If no household member is able to speak English or Spanish well enough to complete an interview (or if the sampled adult for the AEWR is unable to speak one of these languages), the case will be coded as a non-English language problem.  In the weighting procedures, the weights are raked to national totals for the 50 states and the District of Columbia; those national totals include persons who do not speak English or Spanish.  The highest percentage of households that are excluded because the interviews are conducted solely in English or Spanish is 1.5 percent.  This estimate includes households that were initially coded as language barrier households and whom ultimately refused.  It is likely that some of these refusals were ultimately not due to language barriers.    

3.  Are the results from NHES:2001 regarding the dialing of UB numbers (page 46) and the quality of address matching from the two companies (page 47) available yet?

A total of 8,769 telephone numbers in the NHES:2001 sample were identified as UB by the ID-PLUS procedure described in the Justification Statement (see table 4).  Of this group, 87.0 percent were confirmed as nonresidential numbers and 4.8 percent were confirmed as nonworking.  An additional 2.3 percent of the numbers were never answered by a person despite numerous call attempts.  Screeners were completed with 4.1 percent of the households and 1.3 percent of the UB numbers resulted in refusals.  Finally, 0.5 percent were finalized in other nonresponse statuses, including maximum call (30 of the 41 cases), language problem, etc

Based on these counts, some of the UB numbers will be excluded from the NHES:2003 sample.  Though roughly 6 percent of the UB numbers were households, the UB numbers represented a relatively small proportion of all numbers in the sample.  If UB cases were completely excluded from the sample, approximately 0.7 percent of households would not be represented.  However, in order to help reduce the small bias such an exclusion might introduce, UB numbers with mailable addresses will be kept in sample.  This represents roughly 0.4 percent of households.  

Table 4.–Distribution of results for cases classified as UB in the ID-PLUS process

	Result
	Number
	Percent

	   Total

Nonresidential


Nonworking


No answer


Completed Screener


Refusal


Other nonresponse



	8,769

7,627

425

203

357

116

41


	100.0

87.0

4.8

2.3

4.1

1.3

0.5




Using both Telematch and Acxiom for address matching efforts was successful.  Telematch was able to provide addresses for 25 percent of telephone numbers and Acxiom for an additional 23 percent.  The 48 percent total was substantially higher than the 30 percent obtained from Telematch alone in the NHES:1999.  

